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LETTER FROM MR. COAN, SEPTEMBER 
1, 1848. 


Hilo and Puna. 


THE spiritual condition of Hilo and Puna in 
the spring of 1848 was particularly described in 
the Herald for March of the current year. In 
the present communication of Mr. Coan, we have 
a continuation of the religious history of this in- 
teresting portion of Hawaii to a later date. 


On réturning from our last general 
meeting, | found that the religious inter- 
est which had been gradually rising 
among my people during the previous 
year, had not subsided, but was rather 
on the increase. I soon made a tour 
through Hilo, and found the natives 
every where assembled in crowds to 
welcome the return of their missionary. 
Their houses of worship were carpeted 
with mats or fresh grass; food had been 
provided in abundance; and all classes 
were waiting to hear the Word. Har- 
mony and love prevailed in the church, 
and the disciples “had a mind to work.” 

Returning from Hilo, I visited Puna, 
Here the interest was deeper and more 
extensive than in Hilo, affecting nearly 
the entire population, and strongly re- 
minding me of those glorious and mem- 
orable years which reached from 1836 to 
1840. Our meetings were every where 
full and solemn; and many followed 
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from village to village to hear the gos- 
pel. 
On approaching a place near the mid- 
dle of Puna, about sunset on Saturday, F 
found several hundreds, men, women. 
and children, arranged in single file, and 
prepared to tender their welcome. As 
soon as I arrived at the house, the whole 
line moved forward in perfect order, each 
one presenting a small fish or a bundle 
of native food, and each one wishing to 
shake hands and express his “aloha.” 
The whole company were thus led up, 
one by one; and then all wheeled and 
marched off to their place of worship. 
Late as it was, and weary asI was, I 
| Went thither, and preached the Word. I 
afterwards found that they had deposited 
| three hundred and seventy fish (mostly 
| flying fish) and ninety-three bundles of 
| food as a personal present, besides what 
they gave as a monthly concert contribu- 
tion. After distributing among the na- 
tives who accompanied me what food 
and fish they needed, I recommended 
that the rest should be sold at a low rate, 
and the proceeds thrown into the funds 
of the monthly concert; which was 
done. 

This is the station where a most inter- 
esting work of grace commenced in the 
autumn of 1836; and from this point it 
spread until it covered the whole field. 
It was in this region, and at the time 
alluded to, that the people so pressed up- 
on me to hear the word of God, that I 
had no leisure so much as to eat; and on 
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one day I preached three times in as 
many villages before breakfast. It was 
here that hundreds thronged my path 
whenever I moved from village to vil- 
lage, many following me from place to 
place, sometimes to the distance of forty 
miles, to hear the gospel from day to 
day. Hundreds of those who then wept 
and trembled before God, are now the 
most humble, docile and devoted mem- 
bers of the church. Maultitudes remem- 
ber and often quote the text that first 
alarmed them and led them to the Lamb 
of God. 

A somewhat similar interest was man- 
ifested at nearly all the stations in Puna, 
on the occasion of my late visit. This 
interest still continues ; and the prospects 
of the church have never been more en- 
couraging than at the present time. Let 
God be praised for all; “for his mercy 
endureth forever!” He will not forsake 
the work of his hands, 


Mr. Coan also says, “ The United States ships 
Preble and Independence have lately paid ns a 
visit. The commodores, commanders and offi- 
cers were very kind and courteous; and the 
crews were remarkably quiet and orderly.” 
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MR. WHITING’S VISIT TO HASBEIYA. 


Reason of the Visit—Arrival. 


Mr. WHITING spent a part of last autumn at 
Hasbeiya, there being as yet no resident mis- 
sionary in that place, though it is evident that 
one is much needed. After his return to Abeih, 
he prepared an account of his visit, which has 
furnished the following extracts. 


During the summer, our little commu- 
nity at Hasbeiya were visited and in- 
structed by our native brethren. But for 
some time previous to my late visit, our 
labors there had been suspended, chiefly 
on account of the cholera, and the quar- 
antine regulations that were consequent- 
ly adopted in nearly all parts of the 
country, making it difficult and unsafe 
to travel. In October, having heard ru- 
mors of the cholera in the region of Has- 
beiya, we wrote to our friends there by a 
special messenger, inquiring after their 
welfare, and giving them some hints as 
to the treatment of the disease, in case 
it should break out among them. 

One of them wrote in reply as fol- 
lows: “It is true, this disease has been 
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in the Huleh, and in some other places 
not far off; but for fifteen days past we 
have heard of no new cases. In Has- 
beiya and Rasheiya, it has not appeared ; 
be not anxious about us, in this respect. 
But in respect to the diseases of our 
souls, there is occasion for you to in- 
quire, and to provide the remedy for 
them; that is, to come speedily to us.” 
The writer then mentioned some differ- 
ences that had arisen between certain 
individuals of their number, and which 
threatened to divide the little Protestant 
band into two parties; and he urged the 
necessity of a speedy visit from one of 
us. 

Accordingly, with the advice of my 
brethren, I left home, in company with 
our native brother, Tannts el Haddad, 
on the 25th of October, and, traveling 
slowly, we reached Hasbeiya on Friday, 
the 27th. We found our friends in 
health and safety, thankful for their and 
our preservation from the pestilence 
which, within a few months, has hurried 
many thousands to their graves, in vari- 
ous parts of the country. We found 
them also enjoying rest and quietness, 
after years of grievous persecution. The 
bull of excommunication, which for 
months caused them very great trouble, 
cutting them off from all business and 
social intercourse with the rest of the 
people, and nearly reducing them to 
starvation, is now but little regarded. 
Most of the people converse and deal 
with them as formerly; and they are 
able to pursue their several occupations 
with comparative peace and comfort. 

And it is a cause for special gratitude 
to God, that after trying for years to se- 
cure a burial place, having been opposed 
in every attempt both by their enemies, 
the Greeks, and also by the Governor, 
they have at length succeeded in pur- 
chasing an eligible piece of ground for 
that purpose, and have enclosed it with a 
substantial wall of stone, and that with- 
out opposition or molestation from any 
quarter. It should also be devoutly ac- 
knowledged, as one of the many proofs 
of the Lord’s favor to this persecuted 
flock, that during all this period of more 
than four years, in which they have been 
without a burial place, no death has oc- 
curred among them. 


Mr. Whiting and his companion went to the 
house of a Protestant friend, who has for several 
years generously given up his dwelling for the 
use of the missionaries, and opened it for the 
daily and weekly meetings held by those who 
sympathize with them. 
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In the evening after our arrival our 
friends, to the number of about twenty- 
five, came to welcome us and attend 
prayers with us; and during all the time 
we remained, from twenty to thirty men 
and women were accustomed to* attend 
our evening worship. This afforded an 
excellent opportunity for giving them 
constant religious instruction. 


A Message from the Emir. 


Mr. Whiting next proceeds to give a few ex- 
tracts from the journal which he kept during his 
stay in Hasbeiya. ‘The services of the first Sab- 
bath were mainly conducted, at his request, by 
Tannts el Haddad, At the close of the day, he 
made the following entry: “The attention has 
been good; but I see no special seriousness. 
Two or three were present, who have not, for 
months past, shown themselves Protestants.” 


October 30. This morning the Emir 
sent me a private message to this effect ; 
namely, that the chief men of the Greek 
community having complained to him 
that the Franks had come again to Has- 
beiya, and having petitioned him to send 
them away, he (the Emir) was obliged to 
notify me that I must leave the place ; 
that as to Tanntis, as he was an Arab 
there was no objection to his staying as 
long as he pleased; but that no Frank 
could be allowed to come and live in 
Hasbeiya without an express order from 
the Pasha. To this message I replied 
in substance, that as we and other 
Franks had, with the knowledge and 
protection of the Government, and in 
accordance with long established cus- 
tom, the privilege of traveling and re- 
siding where we pleased, in any part of 
the country, the Emir had no right to 
forbid my coming to Hasbeiya; that if 
he required me to leave, I certainly 
should demand by what authority he did 
so, and should not leave unless he pro- 
duced an order from the Government to 
that effect ; that it was far from my wish 
to utter a word of complaint against the 
Emir in any quarter, and I hoped he 
would do nothing to compel me or my 
friends to do so. 

31. S. B. had an interview with the 
Emir last evening, and calmly remon- 
strated with him respecting the way in 
which he was treating me; and asked 
him if he really had orders to prevent 
Franks from coming to Hasbeiya. He 
confessed that he had not; and from the 
tone of his conversation it was plain that 
he was not intending to insist upon my 
leaving. “But,” said he, “these men 
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[the heads of the Greek community] are 
annoying me. They give me no peace ; 
and I am afraid they will complain to the 
Pasha, and that I shall be blamed for 
bringing the English here, or allowing 
them to remain here.” 

That the Greeks are greatly annoyed 
at our being in Hasbeiya, and that they 
will make strong appeals to the Emir 
against us, and perhaps to the Pasha, is 
very likely. They have some reason to 
be alarmed; for within the last few days 
several men who have not heretofore 
been with the Protestants, have joined 
them; and I understand that there are 
not a few besides these, who are favora- 
bly affected towards evangelical senti- 
ments, 


Spiritual Apathy—Sabbath—A Maronite. - 


On the following day, Mr. Whiting, with his 
companion, visited the Protestant school in Has- 
beiya, and called upon several families which 
were friendly to them. “ We had favorable op- 
portunities for instructing the women,” he says, 
“a few of whom seem much interested in the 
truths of the gospel.” 


November 2. We have also spent much 
of our time in conversing individually 
with others of our friends, in relation to 
the interests of their souls, endeavoring 
to rouse them from the apathy which is, 
alas! too prevalent among them all. In 
most cases we find a willingness to lis- 
ten to our exhortations, and in some in- 
stances a hopeful degree of seriousness, 
Poor people! What can we expect from 
them but carelessness and worldliness, 
left without instruction, as they have un- 
avoidably been much of the time for the 
last two years, and surrounded by an un- 
godly and persecuting world ! 


Mr. Whiting gives the history of his second 
Sabbath in Hasbeiya in the following extract : 


6. As I was too hoarse to preach yes- 
terday, I requested Tannis to conduct 
the services again; which he did, both 
morning and afternoon. In the morning 
he spoke from Matt. vii. 1—5. Thirty 
adults and twelve or fifteen children 
were present. In the afternoon, he read 
and expounded the third chapter of Rev- 
elation, dwelling chiefly on the epistle 
to Laodicea. He spoke with unusual 
freedom and power; and I could not but 
feel that he was especially assisted from 
above. There was some feeling and 
solemnity in the little assembly. May 
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the truths delivered this day make a 
deep and abidin, impression ! 

Between the sczvices, Tannds assem- 
bled a few of the people, and catechised 
them on the first chapter of Luke’s Gos- 
pel, using the Union Questions. In the 
evening | spoke a few words on the par- 
able of the Pharisee and the Publican. 
The attention was solemn. We were 
encouraged to hope that the Word spo- 
ken during the day in weakness might 
not be in vain. 


Under the same date, the following incident is 
mentioned, 


This morning we received a visit from 
‘a member of the Maronite community, 
and we had a long and interesting con- 
versation with him. His mind is in an 
inquiring state. He has read our books, 
and he seems thoroughly convinced of 
the correctness of our views on nearly 
all points. Indeed, he appears to be 
anxious to escape from the bondage of 
error and superstition; but he has not 
courage to face persecution and reproach 
for the sake of the truth. He is serious 
and candid, and seems to be so dissatis- 
fied with his present position, that we 
cannot but hope he will soon be deliv- 
ered from it. He says, moreover, that 
there are very many in Hasbeiya, who 
are quite convinced, like himself, that 
our books and our doctrines are true, and 
are prevented from declaring themselves 
Protestants only by the fear of reproach 
and persecution. Our friends in this 
place have often assured us of the same 
thing. 


Mr. Whiting addressed the Protestants on the 
evening of the succeeding day. ‘Seldom,’ he 
says, “‘ have I seen them more attentive and sol- 
emn than while listening to the simple story of 
the Savior’s sufferings,” &c. 


The Emir again. 


8. Tannds had a private interview 
with the Emir, who apologized for his 
uncourteous treatment of me. He de- 
clared that it proceeded from no un- 
friendly feeling; that he had a high re- 
gard for the missionaries; and was only 
afraid that he might be complained of to 
the Government, and censured for being 
favorable to the coming of Franks to 
Hasbeiya and their residence here, which 
he supposed was contrary to the real 
wishes of the Government. He begged, 
therefore, as a favor to himself, that if 
any of us should come again, we would 
bring an order from the Pasha of Damas- 


Syria :—Mr. Whiting’s Visit to Hasbeiya. 








JuNE, 


cus, expressly authorizing us to come. 
This he said would relieve both him and 
ourselves, and stop the mouths of our 
enemies. ‘Tannds maintained, in reply, 
that since the Protestant religion was 
now distinctly recognized by the Gov- 
ernment throughout the empire; and 
since entire liberty was allowed to 
Franks to travel and reside in any part 
of the Sultan’s dominions, such an order 
as the Emir asked, was unnecessary ; 
that he could not be blamed for tolera- 
ting Franks in Hasbeiya, but that he 
might be blamed if he opposed them. 


Mr. Whiting and Tannits were not unmindful 
of the importance of harmony and Christian 
feeling in a community like that of the Protest- 
ants. Their efforts to restore kind and fraternal 
feelings were not altogether unsuccessful. 


Although we see many imperfections 
in our friends, and though jealousies and 
strifes arise sometimes among then, it is 
gratifying to hear on all sides a favora- 
ble testimony to their general good be- 
havior. An incident occurred lately in 
the streets, which shows what their rep- 
utation is in respect to evil speaking. 
A man rebuked another (Greek) for curs- 
ing and blaspheming. “Why,” said the 
latter, “am I a Protestant, that I should 
not curse and blaspheme? I will do it 
as much as I please.” One of the Greek 
priests took notice of this last Sabbath 
in the church, while admonishing the 
people against quarreling and cursing 
one another. After mentioning the fact, 
he said, “And do you think then, my 
brethren, that the religion of the Greek 
Church allows cursing and blasphem- 
ing?” He went on to exhort them to 
love one another, and not to speak evil 
one of another. May the conduct of our 
friends ever be such as to provoke others 
to love and good works! The Emir, in 
the course of the conversation with Tan- 
nis to-day, declared, with an oath, that 
the Protestants were the best subjects 
he had. 


Harmony restored—Return. 


Under date of November 10, the following en- 
try is made by Mr. Whiting: “1 had a long 
conversation with N. H., in which he showed 
such spiritual feeling, and such just views re- 
specting the nature of true religion, as also in 
regard to the helps and hinderances to the success 
of the gospel here, as surprised and delighted 
me. He grieves over the divisions that have 
sprung up among our friends, and seems to feel 
as a Christian man should feel in reference to the 
evil.” 
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11. This morning we brought several 
of the brethren together, and had a free 
conversation with them on the subject of 
the differences that had arisen among 
them. We urged upon them the neces- 
sity of now opening their hearts freely 
to one another, and of their putting away 
every feeling of anger and whatever was 
contrary to the precepts or the example 
of Christ, and to cultivate a spirit of mu- 
tual love and forbearance. After I had 
spoken to them, Tannts followed with a 
pertinent address. We both pressed the 
obligation of walking by the rules of 
love and meekness which our Lord laid 
down, especially in his last discourse 
with his disciples before he suffered. 

They then talked over the matter of 
their late differences, confessed their 
sins to one another and to us, begged 
each other’s forgiveness with tears, and 
embraced one another, apparently with 
sincere penitence. It was an affecting 
scene! The Lord seemed graciously 
present with us. We closed the inter- 
view with prayer, thanking the Good 
Shepherd for his mercy in bringing the 
hearts of our friends so happily together 
again, and imploring for them grace to 
walk henceforth in love and the unity of 
the Spirit. 


The number present at the services on the 
following (Sabbath) morning was forty-eight. 
“One or two of the women seemed to be more 
than usually affected, and wept.” The Word 
was listened to in the evening of Monday with 
special interest. But the state of Mr. Whiting’s 
health was such that he felt constrained to return 
to Abeih, and leave this little flock once more as 
sheep without a shepherd. He left Hasbeiya on 
the 14th of November, accompanied by Tannis 
el Haddad, and reached home on the third day. 





—————eeeee 


LETTER FROM MR. WILSON, DECEMBER 
11, 1848. 


New Station at Tripoli—Cholera. 


Ir has been the wish of the Syria mission, for 
some time past, to commence a station at Trip- 
oli, Not till very recently, however, have our 
brethren felt sufficiently strong to enter upon this 
new field. But afier the arrival of Mr. Foot, as 
there were two laborers who might be spared for 
a new enterprise, it was resolved to occupy a 
post which has seemed to possess some impor- 
tant advantages for missionary operations. 

Messrs. Thomson and Wilson proceeded to 
Tripoli, early in November, to make the neces- 
sary — for a new station. “We 
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found more difficulty,” Mr. Wilson says, “in 
securing suitable accommodations than we an- 
ticipated. Those which we were constrained to 
accept, were quite different from what we de- 
sired ; but we had no doubt as to the duty of 
occupying the ground immediately.” It was 
thought advisable to secure a residence at first 
in the Mena, which is the port of Tripoli. This 
place has a population of five or six thousand 
souls, and is about half an hour’s ride from the 
city. 

Messrs. Wilson and Foot arrived at the Mena 
on the 17th of November, with their families, 
after a short and comparatively comfortable pas- 
sage of eight hours from Beirat. 


We were allowed to take quiet pos- 
session of our dwelling, an event so im- 
portant as to call for devout thanksgiving 
from the older brethren of the mission ; 
and certainly it deserves nothing less from 
ourselves. At the time of our arrival, 
the cholera was on the increase, both in 
the city and in the Mena. Reports state 
that since our coming as many as thirty- 
five have died in one day in the city; 
and even in the Mena scarcely a day has 
passed in which we have not listened to 
the death-wail in some dwelling near us, 
or to the howlings made at funerals in 
the Greek burying-ground, which is but 
a few steps from our door. For four 
months have this degraded people been 
compelled to look on, and tremble at 
what the angel of death has been doing 
inthe midst of them. Many families are 
still in quarantine as to the rest of the 
world. 

The population of the city and the 
Mena together is about twenty thousand ; 
and the estimated number of deaths by 
the cholera is two thousand; which 
would be a greater proportionate loss 
than has been suffered in Aleppo, and, if 
we regard the city as distinct from the 
Mena, a greater loss than that of Da- 
mascus even. But every report of this 
nature in Syria is exceedingly uncertain. 
Sometimes the error is in the way of ex- 
aggeration ; sometimes the truth is not all 
spoken ; and as the Asiatics will tell a 
falsehood when there is no discoverable 
purpose to be served by it, reason is but 
a poor guide for one who is seeking the 
exact amount of truth in their testimony. 
I would not dare to assert that more than 
one thousand have fallen in Tripoli be- 
fore the cholera; nor am I certain that 
three thousand have not been cut down. 
The disease is now probably abating ; 
though it has several times before ap- 
peared to be about to leave the place. 
In various ways we find it hindering our 








186 


work among this people; yet we have 
great reason for thankfulness, in that we 
have been permitted to enjoy good health 
while so many were sickening and dying 
around us. 

Elias Fuwaz, our native helper, has 
been able to do but little among the 

ople. He has preached twice in Ara- 

ic to some eight or ten of his country- 
men, who have listened with apparent 
attention to his remarks. We find one 
native brother on.the ground, who has 
been well instructed in biblical truth, 
and whom we encourage to conduct pub- 
lic worship. We hope that when the 
cholera panic shall have passed away, 
we shal] have more intercourse with the 
people about us, 


Character of the People. 


The inhabitants of Tripoli are noted 
for their attention to rules of politeness, 
to show and display. Indeed, if what 
has been said of this city be true, it 
might be called the Paris of Syria. The 
population is made up of Moslems and 
Greeks, with a small number of repre- 
sentatives from other sects. The rela- 
tive strength of these sects, we have not 
been able to learn as yet. Of the Mos- 
lems it is unnecessary to speak. The 
characteristics of that people are nearly 
the same every where. 

The Greeks, I presume, do not differ 
materially from their brethren in other 
places. One thing in the practice of 
this people has made a difference be- 
tween their character and that of the 
Maronites ; namely, the reading of the 
Bible in their churches in a language 
which is understood by the people. The 
inconsistency of the practice is, indeed, 
glaring; yet its effect has been to keep 
them familiar with the letter of the law, 
though they are most profoundly blind 
to its spirit. To hear a Maronite say, 
“Though you take away from me God 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, yet in 
the keeping of the Virgin my soul is 
safe,” is no uncommon event; while a 
Greek who knows no more of a spiritual 
religion than the Maronite, would hesi- 
tate to use such language. The circu- 
lation of the Bible meets with less oppo- 
sition from the Greeks than from the 
Maronites and Greek Catholics. 

While we say thus much for the 
Greeks, it is well for us to remember, 
however, that we can look for little be- 
sides opposition from a body so incura- 
bly corrupt. Why should a church that 
explains the mystery of the Trinity by 
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two old men and a bird, be expected to 
sympathize with those who teach that 
God is a spirit, and that his worship, to 
be acceptable, must be spiritual. The 
deluded votaries of this church live with- 
out God, and die without hope. The 
laity are purposely kept in ignorance by 
their priests. 

The females especially are shut out 
from all the knowledge which is to be 
obtained from books. Among the six 
thousand inhabitants of this place, there 
are two women only who can read their 
native language, a greater proportion, 
however, than can be found in the coun- 
try at large. As soon as shall be prac- 
ticable, we hope to establish a female 
school. 

Of our prospects for usefulness in this 
new field, we cannot now speak confi- 
dently. But we fondly hope that God 
has good in store for this people, and 
that he will bless the labors of his ser- 
vants, in turning them from their idols 
to the worship and service of the true 
God. The newly appointed Bishop of 
the district east of Tripoli has his resi- 
dence in this place, and is said to be 
most bitter in his hatred to Protestant- 
ism. During the missionary life of Mr. 
Bird, this man manifested much sympa- 
thy with our mission. It is quite possi- 
ble that we shall meet opposition in our 
work; yet this will not deter us, we 
hope, from faithfulness. We feel our 
need of grace and strength from on 
high ; and we hope we shall not be for- 
gotten in the prayers of Christians. The 
tield is an interesting one ; and if we are 
allowed to cast in the good seed of the 
Word, strong hopes may be indulged that 
God will bless the springing thereof. 


_~ 


LETTER FROM MR. FORD, 
21, 1849. 


DECEMBER 


Death of Bedros—Aleppo—Mosul. 


Tue following extracts make us acquainted 
with the more recent occurrences at Aleppo, the 
station committed to Messrs. Benton and Ford. 
By the death of Bedros Vartabed, they are left 
without any means of reaching that portion of 
the population who speak nothing but Turkish, 
comprising a large part of the Armenians and ~ 
many transient visitors from other places. 


It has become our duty to inform you 
of a loss which we have just experienced 
in the death of Bedros Vartabed, the 
Armenian native assistant who has for 
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some years labored in this city and its 
vicinity. His death occurred on the 
13th of November, very suddenly, and 
quite unexpectedly to all but himself. 
But his end was peace. His last hours 
were spent in fervent prayer; and his 
last words were expressive of his grati- 
tude to God. The life of our brother 
was characterized by visible progress in 
the way of holiness, by habitual prayer- 
fulness, and by untiring zeal in the work 
of urging upon men every where the 
great truths and realities of religion. 
His labors at Aintab, and the blessing 
which followed them, are well known to 
you. And in Aleppo his efforts have not 
been fruitless. Among the Armenian 
population, quite a number have been in 
a good degree enlightened through his 
instructions ; and in the case of two or 
three at least, there is reason to hope 
that their hearts have been affected by 
the truth. 


The attention of Messrs. Benton and Ford is 
still mainly given to the acquisition of the lan- 
guage, which they are to use in making known 
the gospel in Syria. Such opportunities for use- 
fulness as occur, however, they endeavor to im- 
prove. 


The visitation of God’s judgments in 
the cholera seems to have had the effect 
of frightening the people to a more strict 
observance of their superstitious forms, 
and to make them for the time more re- 
ligious in their way. Owing to this cir- 
cumstance, and owing also to the abate- 
ment of the curiosity excited by our 
coming hither, we have a smaller number 
of professed inquirers than we had dur- 
ing the first two months of our residence 
in Aleppo. 

But if there is less apparent interest 
in this one respect, there are, on the other 
hand, much less outcry of opposition, a 
better understanding of the character of 
our work, and, at the same time, a quiet 
and, as we hope, growing desire on the 
part of many for a more perfect knowl- 
edge of “this way,” for greater liberty 
of opinion, and for the formation of a 
Protestant party, which will embolden 
them to take a stand for the truth. Mean- 


time we hope that the gospel is making, 


its blessed impressions, somewhat slowly 
indeed, upon some hearts. 

We have much comfort in the lives 
and apparent Christian zeal of two per- 
sons, one of whom is our Arabic teacher, 
the other being a highly respectable and 
influential man. They seem to have 
embraced the gospel in the love of it, 
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and to have truly spiritual views of their 
own wants and of the sufficiency and 
excellency of Christ as their only Sacri- 
fice and Mediator. Without feeling able 
as yet to express a decided opinion in 
regard to the conversion of these per- 
sons, we indulge a strong expectation 
that they will be found among those who 
have “ left all to follow Christ.” 


The reader of the Herald is already apprised 
of the spirit of inquiry which has been awakened 
in Mosul, a place that must always be regarded 
with interest by the friends of the Board. 


We have been much encouraged by 
what we hear from Mosul. There is in 
that place, as you may know, a man who 
has been long regarded by the brethren 
at Beirdt as hopefully pious, and who is 
exerting a very salutary and powerful 
influence in favor of pure religion and 
evangelical truth. The Bishop of the 
Syrian Church in Mosul seems also to 
have become somewhat enlightened ; and 
we are told that he preaches in his church 
in a very different strain from that which 
commonly prevails here. He has written 
to us, requesting our aid in forming 
schools and our instructions and prayers 
for himself; and he has repeatedly urged 
us to come to Mosul, and preach the 
gospel to him and his people. We have 
cherished the hope of complying with 
this invitation, having been discouraged 
from it hitherto by our imperfect knowl- 
edge of the language, and by the defi- 
ciency in the receipts of the Board, as 
the journey would be somewhat expen- 
sive. But we trust that the way will be 
opened for one of us to go there soon, 
should we continue to receive the same 
encouragement. 





REPORT FROM THE BEIRUT STATION. 


Cholera—The Press. 


At the last annual meeting of this mission, 
the brethren who are laboring at Beirdt submit- 
ted a report for 1848, an abstract of which will 
be given in this place. The year under review 
appears to have been one of unusual sickness 
and mortality. Before the cholera broke out, 
various diseases prevailed in the mountains and 
on the plains. In the latter part of the summer, 
however, this fearful scourge approached from 
the north, “ decimating cities, desolating many 
villages in its track,” and throwing al] other mal- 
adies into the shade, “ Universal fear preceded 
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its coming, and consternation attended its march. 
Christians and Jews fled together, carrying boards 
for the coffins which they soon might need; and 
even Mohammedans, forgetting their fatalism in 
the general terror, often sought to escape from 
the infected localities, or shut themselves up in 
close quarantine in their dwellings.” It is some- 
what remakable that Beirat suffered very little 
from the cholera; but a neighborhood towards 
the extremity of the Cape was decimated. The 
villages in which our brethren spent the warm sea- 
son, were preserved from the visitation. ‘“ We 
have fresh cause,” they say, “ to praise Him who 
has kept us from the dark courts of death, and 
has mercifully healed our diseases.” 

The operations of the press have been very 
much embarrassed of late by the prevalence of 
the cholera. About one million of pages only 
have been printed during the year; and the is- 
sues of books and tracts to Abeih, Aleppo, Tri- 
poli, Damascus, Sidon, Jerusalem, Mosul, Cairo, 
&c., have amounted to more than nine thousand. 
“Tn no previous year,” the report says, “ have 
we seen greater reason for increased efficiency 
in this department of our labors. ‘The liberal 
principles of the Turkish Government have been 
more fully developed and established. The gen- 
eral enlightenment of the people, leading to an 
increased desire for knowledge, has made mani- 
fest progress. Serious collisions in different 
places between the people and the hierarchies of 
the different sects have promoted a disposition to 
think and act independently of them. The com- 
mencement of two new stations promises to fur- 
nish additional outlets for our publications ; while 
our infant seminary is demanding a series of text 
books, which it can obtain in no other way.” 
The translation of the Scriptures is still in pro- 
gress ; and several text books have been already 
prepared for the seminary at Abeih, which are 
now awaiting the pecuniary means of publication. 


Schools— Preaching. 


The four common schools reported at the 
close of 1847, have been continued to the present 
time, with the exception of one, which was sus- 
pended during the prevalence of the cholera. 
The average number of the pupils in all the 
schools has been one hundred and seventy. 
Doct. DeForest has seven girls in his family, 
three of them having been received during the 
past year. “ Particular attention has been paid 
to their religious instruction. ‘The school is open- 
ed with the reading of the Scriptures and with 
prayer. The pupils are present at family wor- 
ship, which at evening is in Arabic, each one 
reading a verse; after which she is questioned 
as to its meaning ; and remarks follow. So fully 
have the children copied the example thus set 
them, that when dismissed to their apartments at 
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night, they never go to rest without first gather- 
ing into little circles on their mats, each girl 
with her Arabic Testament, and reading a chap- 
ter together; after which one of their number, 
whose turn it is, leads them in appropriate extem- 
poraneous prayer.” The deportment of the girls 
has been good ; and some of them have been, at 
times, deeply serious. Their proficiency in study 
has been commendable, the instruction having 
been given chiefly by the two elder girls, both 
members of the church, who have discharged this 
duty with singular zeal, patience and faithfulness, 
and that without any pecuniary compensation. 

The Word has been preached, as heretofore, 
both in the sanctuary and by the way-side. ‘The 
native helpers have performed less itinerant labor 
during the year than might have been expected, 
owing to various interruptions. At Beirit the 
congregations have often been larger than they 
were formerly; and greater interest has been 
manifested in the truths presented. The propor- 
tion of those who neither have nor seek any 
pecuniary connection with the mission, is also 
increasing ; which is regarded as a very favora- 
ble indication, “It affords gratifying evidence 
that the good seed, so long sown in this barren 
soil, is springing up and beginning to bear fruit.” 
“Entire unanimity and brotherly love have 
pervaded the church recently organized; and 
though the experiment has been tried for a short 
period only, it is believed that the platform 
adopied by our native brethren will be found 
sufficient for all their exigencies, and suited to 
the wants of a people breaking away from 
ecclesiastical bondage.” 





REPORT FROM THE ABEIH STATION. 


Seminary—Schools. 


THE brethren at Abeih first make a grateful 
acknowledgment of theygoodness of God, in 
preserving them and their families from the 
destroying pestilence during the last year. Pass- 
ing from this topic to the seminary connected 
with their station, they state that the number of 
pupils at the time of the annual examination, 
October 4, 1848, was nine, four of whom were 
in the first class, and five in the second. At the 
commencement of the winter term, November 1, 
a new class of seven was received. “ This 
number might have been trebled, but for the 
want of means and accommodations.” The 
Arabic teacher was a pupil in the former semi- 
nary, and ‘‘ may be regarded as one of the fruits 
of our lamented brother Hebard’s labors and 
prayers. His character is that of a steady 
young man. He is a good Arabic and English 
scholar, has an excellent mathematical mind, and 
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is withal truly pious. His religious experience 
has been of a deeper kind than has often been 
known among the people.” “Though no de- 
cided case of conversion among the pupils can 
be recorded, there has been at times more than 
ordinary attention to the subject of religion. 
Some of the pupils have been in the habit of 
having evening prayers in their rooms, just 
before retiring to rest. Strong hopes are en- 
tertained that one in the third class is a Chris- 
tian ; and two members of the first class are so 
uniformly upright in their deportment, so atten- 
tive to all the religious exercises at which they 
are present, so inclined to read the Scriptures, 
and pay such regard to the Sabbath, that there is 
reason to hope that they will be found at last on 
the right hand of the Judge of quick and dead.” 
One or two in the second class may be set down 
as in a similar state of mind. 

The girls’ school on the mission premises is 
still in successful progress. Six other schools 
were in operation at the commencement of the 
year; but three were subsequently suspended 
for various reasons. “ We hoped,” the report 
adds, “that the suspension would be but tempo- 
rary; and we have been importuned by the peo- 
ple to reopen them. But we have not felt war- 
ranted in doing so, in the embarrassed state of 
the finances of the Board.” Our brethren retain 
the opinion, heretofore expressed, that these 
schools are an important auxiliary in their labors. 
Two of the teachers, in particular, are described 
as humble Christians, who are exerting a very 
happy influence in the villages where they are 
laboring. The instructions and example of one 
have convinced “a few individuals, among 
whom is a priest of the Greek Church, of their 
errors,” and led them to a distinct and open 
avowal of evangelical sentiments. 


Preaching—Conclusion. 


The gospel has been regularly preached at 
this station, as in past years, the average attend- 
ance having continued without material change. 
There have also been a catechetical exercise for 
the pupils in the seminary, a Bible class for the 
girls in Mr. Whiting’s family, aud two Sabbath 
schools. A service has been kept up at Aitath, 
Mr. Thomson having assumed the charge of it 
during the summer. Itinerant labor has not been 
neglected. Our brethren, assisted by their native 
helpers, have visited various places; and they 
hope that some good has in this way been accom- 
plished. ‘The distribution of evangelical books 
has been prosecuted with some degree of en- 
couragement. ‘To carry on this branch of our 
work efficiently,” our brethren say, “ two things 
are necessary, the men and the means. For the 
first we must look to the Lord of the harvest, 
whose kind providence has already furnished a 
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few valuable helpers, and whose blessing upon 
our efforts to train others will, we trust, at length 
furnish all that we need. For the second, we 
must look to our patrons at home.” 

In concluding their report, the brethren say, 
“Tt would be delightful, if we could speak of a 
rich harvest of souls gathered into the church. 
At the beginning of the year, we thought there 
were some indications of the Lord’s presence 
among us. There was a solemnity in our little 
assemblies, and in some cases a degree of seri- 
ous atlention to the concerns of the soul, which 
encouraged our hopes. These hopes have not 
been fully realized. And yet we humbly trust 
that the influences of the Spirit have not been 
entirely withheld. One individual has given en- 
couraging evidence that the truth has made a 
saving impression on his heart; and he has been 
admitted to the communion of the church. 
Another has, for more than a year, been in a 
very interesting state of mind; and we cannot 
but hope that a work of grace is begun in her 
heart. To God be all the praise.” 


—_—_—_eeeeOnenrenrr 


LETTER FROM MR. SMITH, JANUARY 27, 
1849. 


Religious Inquiry at Damascus. 


Previous letters from this mission have made 
frequent mention of the feelings of dissatisfaction 
which many are beginning to cherish, for various 
reasons, in regard to the errors and superstitions 
so extensively prevalent in the country. This 
spirit has been developing itgelf to some extent in 
Damascus for many months, a controversy hav- 
ing arisen between the Greek Catholies and their 
Patriarch. At one time, indeed, all the wealthy 
men of the sect, with two exceptions, separated 
from this dignitary, But Mr. Smith found, dur- 
ing a visit which he made to that city in 1848, 
that there was “only the very slightest element 
of Protestantism in the movement,” save in one 
individual. Of him, however, Mr. Smith re- 
marks, under date of December 16, “He is a 
host. He is unceasing in his arguments for a re- 
ligious reformation; and he has our books ex- 
posed for distribution in his parlor, and speaks 
out boldly before priest and people.” ‘Two other 
men of the same sect were found to be in an in- 
quiring state. 

In the present letter, Mr. Smith recurs to the 
same topic. His opinion as to the general char- 
acter of the movement seems to have been fully 
verified. “ The disaffected have become recon- 
ciled, at least in appearance, to their Patriarch. 
There remains, however, one important excep- 
tion.” This is the person of whom mention is 
made in the foregoing paragraph, and in refer- 
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ence to whom Mr. Smith proceeds to speak as 
follows : 


Our friend Mr. Meshikah has openly 
declared himself a Protestant. This has 
brought on a controversy between him 
and his former Patriarch. And as he is 
probably the most intelligent native lay- 
man in the country, and the Patriarch 
the most learned ecclesiastic, attention 
from all quarters is directed, with much 
interest, to what is going on between 
them. He will in the end publish a 
book, which he has already engaged us 
to print. 

In the mean time our correspondence 
is frequent and full; he asking for in- 
formation, particularly on passages of 
Scripture, and I giving him such expla- 
nations and suggestions as I am able to 
furnish. As these letters require some 
study, not only of the Bible but the 
Fathers, are long, and written by myself 
in Arabic, a good deal of time is thus con- 
sumed. But I have never had a more 
delightful task, nor one from which I 
have hoped for more important results. 

Mr. Meshakah favors me with a copy 
of all the correspondence between him 
and his antagonist, and also of his jour- 
nal. The whole is deeply interesting, 
both from the ability he displays, and the 
deep Christian sincerity that moves him. 
The Protestant spirit, in the best sense, 
has got a firm hold of him. Every word 
of the documents in my hands deserves 
to be translated and printed at home. 


Movement at Beirtit and Sidon. 


In other piaces also there are signs of dissatis- 
faction with the corrupt churches of the East. 


You have had the old Greek Patri- 
arch frequently before you, in connec- 
tion with Hasbeiya. The former Greek 
Bishop of Beirdt died last spring; and 
the Patriarch came here to consecrate 
another. His will was to put into the 
office one whom the people did not de- 
sire, moved by large bribes, as is sup- 
posed, and by the fact that the candidate 
was a native Greek, while the people 
want one of their own countrymen. His 
overbearing temper, his love of gain, and 
his double dealing became at last so ap- 
parent that they could bear him no long- 
er. They almost mobbed him; and in 
one gathering, among the cries uttered 
was this, “Think not that you are in 
Hasbeiya now”; that is, where you can 
do as you please ; “ this is Beirdt.” And 
he was also advised to take warning from 
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what had happened tothe Pope! The 
place at length became too uncomforta- 
ble for him; and he returned to Damas- 
cus, crossing Lebanon and Antilebanon 
in mid-winter on horseback, though more 
than eighty years of age, and leaving 
the people here quite contented to be 
without both Patriarch and Bishop. 

At Sidon likewise there has been, and 
is now, a great excitement among the 
Christian population of the Greek Cath- 
olic sect. Its cause is dissatisfaction 
with their Bishop, who attempted to avail 
himself of the secular power to carry 
his points. Through French influence 
he had several of his flock thrown into 
prison. The Patriarch of the sect at 
last interfered, but only to make matters 
worse ; and finally the great body of the 
Sidon Greek Catholics have gone back 
to the Greek Church. 

In all this movement there has been 
no clearly Protestant element to bring us 
into connection with it; nor, in my opin- 
ion, is it well for us to meddle in these 
party and personal quarrels. We can 
hardly do it without attaching to us a 
mass of wholly worldly people, who will 
be satisfied only with admission at once 
to all the privileges of church member- 
ship ; and inasmuch as their expectations 
in this respect cannot be met, the result 
will be infinite trouble to ourselves, and 
on their part dissatisfaction and aliena- 
tion. 

But such movements as these at Sidon 
and Beirtt, ata time like the present, 
when the public mind is just waking up 
to independent thought, are not without 
their use. They expose to all the true 
character of the hierarchy ; and as there 
is here no hinderance to the triumph of 
the truth so great as the spiritual] author- 
ity with which that most antichristian 
figment, apostolical succession, invests 
the clergy, whatever tends in any way, 
doctrinally or practically, to break the 
rod of their domination, does so much to 
open the way for the success of the gos- 
pel. After such excitements, moreover, 
there are always some reflecting persons 
who (especially if their minds have been 
prepared by previous acquaintance in 
any way with the truth) will be led to 
desire something in religion more satis- 
fying to their spiritual wants, than what 
allows and even occasions such disgust- 
ing exhibitions of human pride and self- 
ishness. Then, it appears to me, is the 
time for us to step in quietly, and with 
faithfulness and discrimination search 
out such individuals, and show them the 
true way more perfectly, 
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LETTER FROM MR. THOMSON, MARCH 5, 
1849. 


Spirit of Inquiry. 


Mr. THomson states a few facts, in a Jetter of 
a somewhat more recent date than the foregoing, 
which throw additional light upon the state of 
things in Syria. He first alludes to a commu- 
nion season at Beirit, at which four persons were 
admitted to the church. Two of them were 
Druzes, “of the shiekhs of Aitoth.” Another is 
a student in the seminary at Abieh; and the 
fourth is a schoolmaster. “We have one or 
more additions at every communion,” he says, 
“and there are several other cases before us.” 
Passing from this topic, he writes as follows : 


There is a great excitement in Sidon 
at the present time. As one result, the 
leading man of the place has come to 
Beirdt ; and after repeated and long con- 
versations and much examination, he has 
declared himself a decided Protestant. 
He is the wealthiest and most influential 
individual in the place. Many others 
are much enlightened; and we have 
known some of them to be evangelical 
in sentiment for years. The person 
above referred to urges us, with great 
earnestness, to commence a station in 
Sidon at once, and offers to set apart a 
portion of his great house for a place of 
worship. I have spent much time with 
him during the last three weeks. 

Day before yesterday, a deputation of 
five men came to me from a large village 
called Biskinta, high up in Lebanon, un- 
der the deep snow of Sunnin. They 
represent thirty families, who wish to 
receive instruction from us. We have 
heard of this movement for some time 
past. They are still here, listening to 
the gospel and attending our meetings. 

About eight months ago, three men 
from a village two hours above Tripoli 


came to me to inquire into our religious | 


system and church order. I had many 
interviews with them, and supplied them 
with books. Since that time the cholera 
has swept over the land; and the winter 
came on with such violence that they 
were not able to visit Beirdt; and, in- 
deed, I had entirely forgotten them. 
Yesterday the principal man made his 
appearance again, accompanied by two 
others in whom I am very much interest- 
ed. They state that they have read the 
books until they have them almost by 
heart ; that the priests and bishops en- 
deavored to compel them to give up their 
books, and even carried up the affair to 
the Kaiyim Makam of Lebanon, but they 
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could do nothing. They are now fifty 
families. They ask for a preacher and 
aschool. As it is near Tripoli, I hope 
it will furnish a good opening into the 
mountains for our brethren at that sta- 
tion; and I have promised to give let- 
ters to them that they may become ac- 
quainted. 


In conclusion, Mr. Thomson says: “ This is 
only a specimen of the calls for labor around us 5 
and there is every reason to believe that they will 
increase. In my opinion our work was never 
advancing so rapidly as at the present time.” 








Constantinople. 
LETTER FROM MR. WOOD, MARCH 8, 1849. 


Difficulties in the Church. 


ALLusion has already been made in the 
Herald to certain difficulties in the church at 
Constantinople. Mr. Wood speaks of this un- 
pleasant affair, at greater length than any other 
missionary brother has done; and he also de- 
scribes its happy termination. As be has taken 
the place of Mr. Dwight by appointment of the 
station in the pastoral oversight of the church, 
he naturally feels a special interest in the case. 


For several months past the church in 
Constantinople has been agitated by 
difficulties, which, though not of a very 
serious character, have operated sadly 
in retarding the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of sinners. These 
difficulties grew out of two cases of 
discipline ; one of which, as reported by 
Mr. Dwight, resulted in excommunica- 
tion, and the other in the offender’s tem- 
porary suspension from church privileges. 
The latter, however, was subsequently 
restored, on confession and satisfactory 
evidence of repentance. Jn these acts 
of discipline, the church committee or 
session, as also the great body of the 
church itself, were united and harmoni- 
ous. But certain individuals, dissenting 
from the action of the majority, became 
the occasion of trouble; and a state of 
feeling arose which was much to be re- 
gretted for its influence in hindering the 
spiritual prosperity and growth of the 
church. 

This feeling was in part personal, and 
in part directed against the views held 
by the church in regard to the proper 
course of dealing with offenders and 
offences. It is gratifying to know, how- 
ever, that no one has manifested any 
disposition to depart from any plainly 
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revealed principle or rule of the gospel 
relating to such cases. The contention 
arose chiefly from a want of experience 
in the art of self-government, and the 


mistaken views of some with respect to | 


the reciprocal rights and duties of mem- 
bers of a church. A prominent source 
of difficulty has been the disposition to 
make one’s own conscience the rule for 
another, in matters belonging to the 
domain of personal freedom under the 
law of Christ; and also to consider it a 
duty to agitate, until the action of the 
church is brought into harmony with the 
individual's own views. Much of hu- 
man infirmity, moreover, has mingled 
with this inclination; and the peculiar 
suspiciousness of the Asiatic character, 
operating with great force on a few 
minds, opened the door for Satan to gain 
an advantage over them, and introduce 
strife where there should have been only 
confidence and love. 

While, however, the minds of some 
were quite absorbed in these contentions, 
the state of things was a source of pro- 
found grief to others, and called forth 
much and earnest prayer for an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit as the only 
remedy. Their supplications were not 
in vain. God has been pleased to return 
again in mercy. He has not suffered 
this vine of his own planting to be 
rooted up. After prayer had been of- 
fered and labor expended, seemingly 
long in vain, God interposed to show 
these individuals the error of their 
course, and to incline them to seek in 
the right way the things that make for 
peace. Ina full meeting of the church, 
they acknowledged their faults in the 
amplest manner, and entreated the for- 
giveness of their brethren. Others who 
had opposed them in an improper spirit 
did the same thing; and there was a 
general confession ; a seeking of mutual 
forgiveness, and an agreement to bury 
forever all past animosities. The scene 
was altogether a tender one; and the 
spirit of the Master again reigned in the 
hearts of his followers, and I doubt not 
there was joy in heaven. A few days 
afterward, when the church came to- 
gether for the transaction of business, a 
special season of communion was ob- 
served, as also of thanksgiving for this 
rich blessing. 

It is now three weeks since the meet- 
ing last referred to was held; and de- 
velopments are taking place, from day 
to day, which lead us to hope that God 
is about to revive his work again. A 
stronger desire for such a revival, I hope, 
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is springing up in the hearts of church 
members. The congregations on the 
Lord’s day are larger; and some new 
hearers are drawn in almost every Sab- 
bath. The attention given to the preach- 
ing is fixed and in some instances solemn. 
A considerable increase in the sale of 
our books has recently been effected. 
There is freer and wider access to those 
without; and more friendliness of feel- 
ing may safely be said to exist in the 
Armenian community towards the Prot- 
estants than there was. A few cases of 
partial awakening prove that the Holy 
Spirit is hovering over the people. Oh 
that our unfaithfulness and unbelief may 
not drive him away! And will not the 
people of God at home aid us by their 
prayers ? 

‘The experience of the church for the 
last few months, though in some respects 
trying, has doubtless been necessary to 
its future stability and growth. It now 
consists of about one hundred members, 
five-sixths of them being males, unprac- 
ticed in the art of self-government, and 
unacquainted with the forms in which 
the adversary of souls often clothes 
himself. It needed a preparatory disci- 
pline, therefore, which it has in a meas- 
ure received. Lessons have been learn- 
ed which will be of permanent value; 
and important questions relating to the 
Scriptural terms of communion, the mu- 
tual duties and responsibilities of mem- 
bers of the same church, and the proper 
treatment of offenders, have been thor- 
oughly discussed, settled, illustrated, and 
practically applied. We may hope that 
the church is now far better prepared to 
bear a large accession to its numbers. 
The young men also who are looking 
forward to the ministry, have been re- 
ceiving a training of unspeakably greater 
practical value than any amount of mere 
instruction given by us in the seminary 
could be; and they will go forth better 
furnished for the pastoral work in other 
churches, 


Mr. Wood states that the colleague pastor of 
the church at Constantinople, Mr. Hohannes, was 
to be ordained on the Sabbath succeeding the 
date of this letter. 


Place of Worship—The New Patriarch. 


Just at the present moment we are 
without a place for worship in Constan- 
tinople proper. The building which 
contains the chapel used by us for the 
last two years, belongs to a brother of 
the present Patriarch. The situation 
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was not of our seeking; but being in 
divine providence shut up to that one 
place, we deemed it right not to withhold 
the preaching of the gospel, because of 
its being too near the patriarchal resi- 
dence and church. As you have been 
already informed, unceasing efforts have 
been made, during the whole two years, 
to wrest it from us. We hardly dared 
to hope that we should be able to 
maintain our ground against a fierce and 
unscrupulous opposition ; but all the arts 
and wiles of the enemy were exercised 
in vain. 

After the direct attempts to break up 
the meetings had been defeated by the 
adherence of the Porte to the principles 
of religious toleration, resort was had to 
indirect measures. The last was the 
bringing of a suit for debt to the amount 
of eighty thousand piastres against the 
owner, in the name of his brother, the 
Bishop of Tocat. The case was prose- 
cuted by an agent, under the direction 
and with the open earnest support of the 
late Patriarch, who left no means untried 
to gain a decision which, if it had been 
against the owner, would have deprived 
him of the house in question. 

The affair was protracted more than 
five months, however, until], on the acces- 
sion of the Bishop of Tocat to the 
patriarchate, he seemed desirous of com- 
promising it; and as circumstances have 
so changed that there is hope of finding 
another suitable place, for the sake of 
peace and the interest of the owner, we 
advised him to arrange the matter, by 
agreeing not to allow us to use his house 
as a chapel after the expiration of the 
time for which he had leased it. This 
he accordingly did; and the suit was 
quashed, thereby proving undeniably that 
the allegation of debt was false. We 
have no doubt that it is the will of God 
that the gospel should be preached in 
the “ Armenia” of Constantinople ; and 
we expect to be able to report, perhaps 
by the next post, that a new place for a 
chapel has been secured. 

It may be interesting to some to know 
that the owner of the house which has 
thus served us as a chapel for two years, 
though a brother of the present Patri- 
arch, is one of the most steadfast, as he 
is among the oldest, of the members of 
the evangelical church; and for a year 
past has been the agent of the Pro- 
testant civil community at the Porte. 
In respect to native powers of mind 
and general intelligence, the Protestant 
is far the superior of the Patriarch; 
while in regard to the knowledge of 
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the Bible and of religion, the difference 
is still greater. e has felt much 
for his brother, who is an only brother ; 
and has sometimes written to him with 
the desire of gaining access for scrip- 
tural truth to his mind; but for several 
years his letters have remained unan- 
swered. 

In the meantime, however, tempting 
offers of worldly advancement have been 
made to induce him to return to the 
faith, or at least the communion of the 
Armenian Church ; and his adherence to 
the convictions of conscience has been 
maintained only at the cost of much 
temporal loss and suffering. Since his 
brother’s arrival as Patriarch, the two 
have had a private interview of an hour’s 
length, in which both were so much 
affected, we understand, that for a con- 
siderable time they wept together in 
silence, neither being able to speak. 
The Patriarch at length addressed his 
brother in a fraternal manner, and made 
some effort to detach him from the 
Protestants. Meeting no encouragement 
in this, they parted with words of peace, 
although the Patriarch withheld from 
one under the curse of the Church, the 
forms of salutation which otherwise he 
would have used towards him. 

The present Patriarch Hagop is a man 
very unlike the late incumbent of that 
office. Destitute of the talent for wily 
intrigue which Matteos possessed in so 
high a degree, he is more honest and 
truthful. We have no reason to regard 
him as insincere, but look upon him as 
truly a believer in the system which he 
professes to hold. He is doubtless a 
man whose course is much influenced 
by ambition and a regard to self-interest ; 
but we think has aims less personal than 
his predecessor’s. He has been Patri- 
arch once before ; and it was during his 
former term of office that the persecution 
occurred in which Baron Hohannes was 
banished to Cesarea. Could he hope to 
crush Protestantism, and restore wan- 
derers to the true Church by that course 
of procedure, no doubt he would again 
become a persecutor, and deem that he 
was doing God service. But the times 
have changed, and the scenes of former 
days have passed away, we trust, never 
to return. 

Since his recent accession to office, 
he has maintained silence on the subject 
of Protestantism, until the last Sabbath 
but one; when, as we are informed, he 
discoursed in the metropolitan church 
from the words “ Beware of dogs,” and 
applied the subject in an unmistakable 
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manner. As an opposer, he is much 
less to be feared than the late Patriarch ; 
and, as above intimated, there is a grow- 
ing tendency towards a —e down 
of the wall of separation, which he will 
find it difficult to overcome. The Lord 
reigneth ; his work will stand. 





on 





LETTER FROM MR. HOMES, MARCH 23, 
849. 


A Sabbath at Nicomedia—Schools. 


Iv the communication from which the following 
extracts have been taken, Mr. Homes speaks 
more particularly of a Sabbath which he has 
recently spent in Nicomedia. Leaving Constan- 
tinople in the semi-weekly Turkish steamer, 
November 10, he reached his destination after a 
passage of seven hours, 


On my arrival at Nicomedia, I went 
to the house of the pastor of the evan- 

elical Armenian church; and by him 

was received with a sober Christian 
hospitality, that made me imagine I had 
come to supply the pulpit of a brother 
clergyman in America. At nine o’clock 
Sabbath morning, the teachers in the 
Bible class or Sabbath school came to 
the pastor’s house, to receive preparatory 
instruction for an hour on the Scripture 
lesson for the day. 

At twelve the whole Protestant popu- 
lation assembled in their place of wor- 
ship, and divided themselves into their 
usual classes. The hall is a succession 
of three rooms, opening into each other ; 
in the first of which were the males, in 
the second the children, and in the third 
the females. The floor being covered 
with pieces of carpeting, and each 
having his own cushion quilt to sit upon, 
they arranged themselves in a dozen 
groups and more, of six, eight or ten 
around their separate teachers. Every 
one had his Testament in his hand. I 
saw men with their long white beards, 
listening attentively to the fervid remarks 
of young men of twenty-five. And I 
saw the former Priest Haritoon, now 
risen to the rank of deacon in this 
church, with his grey beard grown again 
since the time when his persecutors in- 
sultingly shaved it off, teaching a class 
of females; and the pastor himself, also 
named Haritoon, was teaching another 
class of females. 

The pastor subsequently made some 

eneral remarks from the pulpit; which 
is a table and simple desk covered with 
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green baize. Immediately after this 
exercise I preached in Turkish. 


At the close of this service there was a recess 
of twenty minutes ; afler which the people assem- 
bled for a catechetical exercise. 


The Protestant school numbers in all 
thirty-four pupils, boys and girls. A 
graduate of Bebek seminary has lately 
been associated with Priest Haritoon in 
the care of the school. Towards their 
support and for the salary of the pastor 
combined, the people raise among them- 
selves twice as much money as they did 
last year; which is an encouraging evi- 
dence of their earnestness and zeal. 

The past year has not been without its 
blessings in a spiritual point of view. 
An addition of ten has been made to a 
church consisting at the beginning of 
the year of twenty-six members. May 
we never see a less proportional in- 
crease ! 

The pastor is a man of sterling good 
sense and vigorous mind, and he has the 
confidence of his people. Besides lead- 
ing them in the way of eternal life, he 
is also filling the post of a Felix Neff, 
in leading them to improve their social 
and domestic condition; and there is 
much room for improvement. I hope 
that our brethren, under his ministra- 
tions, will prove godliness to be profita- 
ble unto all things, and that they will 
become models of order, thrift and in- 
dustry, as of integrity and piety. The 
extent to which they have the confidence 
and regard of their Armenian country- 
men in the city is a strong testimony in 
their favor. 


A Novel Scene. 


Just before the excursion of Mr. Homes to 
Nicomedia, an event occurred of some interest 
to our Protestant friends. 


The Sultan, with the design of en- 
couraging manufactures, has established 
in the neighborhood of Nicomedia, from 
his own private purse, a factory of 
woolen goods and another of silk goods; 
and he made his annual visit of inspec- 
tion two or three days before my arrival. 
The superintendence is entirely in the 
hands of Armenians; and of course not 
a single native Protestant is allowed by 
them to find employment within the 
walls. When these visits occur, it is 
customary, among other things, for the 
children of the schools of all religions 
to arrange themselves on the line of the 
Sultan’s march, both on his arrival and 
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his departure, and to chant hymns of 
welcome and praise. The Protestant 
Armenians this year, for the first time, 
ventured to assume for themselves this 
privilege ; and in common with the Mus- 
sulmans, the Greeks and Armenians, 
they sent their children with their teach- 
ers, and even went themselves and stood 
on the other side, as the Sultan passed 
along. 

The Governor and nobles of the city 
went in advance, throwing burning in- 
cense with their censers; and the Sultan 
followed in solitary grandeur on horse- 
back. As he came near, he heard the 
voices, for the first time, of a people who 
were not a people, but who, through his 
clemency, now live in quietness, raising 
a hymn of prayer and praise to an 
American psalm tune. The Sultan’s 
curiosity was excited to wait until the 
Pashas, his brothers-in-law, had reached 
him, that he might inquire more particu- 
larly about this novel manifestation ; for 
instead of singing in an unknown lan- 
guage, they sung a hymn in Turkish, 
composed for the occasion by the pastor. 

When the Armenians saw the Protes- 
tants preparing to present themselves 
in the presence of the Sultan, thus 
showing to all their townsmen that they 
are an authorized and acknowledged 
community, the hearts of some were 
filled with envy; and they hired a 
policeman to go and tell them that it 
was forbidden to stand where they were. 
This stratagem to disconcert them, how- 
ever, was all vain. 





Nestorfans. 


LETTER FROM MR. PERKI.{S, JANUARY 


29, 1849. 
Flight of Noorullah Bey. 


THe intelligence contained in the present com- 
munication is unusually varied and interesting. 
The goodness of God to the mission is most 
strikingly seen in the different occurrences which 
are here narrated; but the announcement of 
another season of refreshing among the Nestori- 
ans will naturally take a stronger hold upon the 
sympathies of Christians than any thing else. 


You have been apprised, from time to 
time, of the wonderful changes that are 
taking place just back of Oroomiah, 
among the rugged cliffs of Koordistan. 
The wildest regions and the strongest 
and most inaccessible fortresses of that 
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formidable country are now occupied by 
Osmanli troops. Even the lofty, rocky 
castle of Julamerk, at once the pride 
and the terror of all these mountains, is 
in the hands of a Turkish garrison. 
This castle, you are aware, was formerly 
the possession of Noorullah Bey, who 
has so long dwelt there in lawless secu- 
rity, and who may far more properly be 
denominated “a monster,” (so far as his 
inferior capacity, but much more malev- 
olent character, qualify him to act his 
part,) than the famous Bader Khan 
Bey, of Tiary memory. The Hakkary 
Chief has been flying before the Turks, 
like a partridge from mountain to moun- 
tain; and has at length crossed the 
boundary, and taken refuge in an old 
fortress on the borders of Persia. He is 
still closely pursued, however, and he 
will doubtless soon be seized in his 
retreat. 

From different Koordish castles along 
the boundary, where Noorullah Bey has 
successively taken refuge, he has repeat- 
edly addressed letters to Doct. Wright ; 
who made his acquaintance, you will 
recollect, during a tour in Koordistan, 
more than two years ago. The Chief 
earnestly importunes Doct. Wright to 
visit him in his calamity ; which, in one 
instance, he graphically and astrologi- 
cally announces in the following lan- 
guage: “ By some crooked movement of 
the heavens, I have become a resident of 
this place.” Doct. Wright has of course 
declined visiting the fallen Chief in his 
present circumstances; finding a suffi- 
cient excuse for not complying with the 
invitation, in the danger that such a visit 
might be construed as an act of political 
interference. : 


Thus the power of the Koords, so terrible for 
centuries, has been effectually checked in 1848, 
a year memorable for other and more important 
changes. 


Energy of the Turks—New Openings. 


There is something sublime, as well 
as interesting, in the movements of the 
Turkish troops in these wild regions. 
We could not have anticipated that the 
sceptre of the Sultan, away on the banks 
of the Bosphorus, would ever have ex- 
tended its sway, with so much energy 
and effect, to the distance of twelve or 
thirteen hundred miles in this direction, 
and over one of the roughest and most 
indomitable countries on the globe. 
And its sway here is as equitable and 
humane, as it is efficient. Nota peasant 
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is harmed by an officer or soldier of the 
army ; and not a morsel of food is taken 
without prompt and full remuneration. 
Judging from the movements of this 
army in Koordistan, we are led to think 
that there is a reviving energy in the 
Turkish Government, owing in no small 
degree, we would fondly trust, to the 
recent ingrafting of righteous elements, 
such as religious toleration, the prohibi- 
tion of bribery, oppression and extortion, 
on the part of its rulers, &c. 


The appearance of Turkish officers and sol- 
diers in the streets of Oroomiah, Mr. Perkins 
remarks, bas imparted a novel and lively aspect 
to the city for a time. The Nestorians, to say 
nothing of others, very naturally rejoice in their 
presence, because of the errand which has 
brought them to the borders of Persia. 


Interesting as are the events and 
changes now transpiring in the Koordish 
mountains, in a political point of view, 
you hardly need be reminded that they 
are incomparably more interesting in a 
missionary aspect. The decisive blow 
has now been struck. The right hand 
of the Most High has at length put a 
“hook” in the nose of this modern 
“ Assyrian.” No longer can he shed the 
blood of defenceless Nestorians like 
water ; no longer can he ruthlessly mur- 
der the confiding traveler ; and no longer 
can he shut out the missionary from his 
dark dominions. The Lord has now 
opened the Koordish mountains to the 
gospel, in a manner as effectual as it is 
marvellous. It has always appeared to 
me that they must be opened in some 
such way, before the set time to favor 
Zion there would fully come; but I 
have hardly expected to see that day. 

The voice of the Lord in these provi- 
dential events obviously is, “ Arise and 
take possession;” and we trust that the 
Prudential Committee will not be slow 
to respond to the call. The failure of 
former attempts to occupy that part of 
our field should not deter you from 
entering it in these altered circum- 
stances. For missionary purposes, so 
far as security is concerned, Koordistan 
may now be pronounced as accessible as 
most other parts of Turkey. It will 
henceforth have a responsible and ef- 
fective government. The country is to 
constitute one pashalic, its head resid- 
ing at Van, Bitlis, or some other Koord- 
ish town, with high officers under him, 
stationed in different parts of the moun- 
tains. 


In view of the important changes in Koordis- 


Nestorians :—Letter from Mr. Perkins. 





June, 


tan, our missionary brethren at Oroomiah ask for 
a@ speedy reinforcement. It is expected that one 
ordained laborer will embark in a few weeks for 
this field ; but two others are called for. 


Slate of Persia—The Patriarch. 


Having alluded to the reviving vigor 
and efficiency of the Sublime Porte, I 
am reminded that I should say a word 
in regard to the Persian Government, 
under the auspices of its new monarch ; 
especially as the gloomy forebodings ex- 
pressed to us by some of our brethren in 
Turkey, that all Persia might be thrown 
into a state of anarchy, lead me to sup- 
pose that you also may have felt some 
such apprehensions. You will be happy 
to learn that this country is very quiet ; 
and that there has been much less dis- 
order, in connection with the recent suc- 
cession, than has ever before attended a 
similar event in Persia. The young 
King has decidedly the most competent 
and the best man in the country for his 
Prime Minister; who is projecting, and 
laboring to introduce, very important re- 
forms ; and we have thus a better pros- 
pect than we have had at any previous 
time of seeing some advance in the civil 
and political condition of Persia, not un- 
like what is taking place in Turkey. 
The change will of course be much fa- 
cilitated by the progress of events in the 
Ottoman Empire, as the improvements in 
the latter are brought to the very borders 
of this country; and every such change 
must contribute much to prepare the 
way for the ultimate triumph of Chris- 
tianity. 


Mr. Perkins makes a brief allusion to the Pa- 
triarch. After remarking that he has lost his in- 
fluence in the province of Oroomiah, and that 
the mission has very little fear of him, he says : 


Mar Shimon has been very quiet for 
some time, and he professes to be anx- 
ious for terms of peace with all about 
him. By dint of long and earnest impor- 
tunity on the part of many of the peo- 
ple, and repeated messages from the Pa- 
triarch, Mar Yohannan was persuaded to 
call on him a few weeks ago, and has 
done so since. Mar Shimon declared 
himself ready to act in accordance with 
the wishes of the Bishop; but nothing 
definite, in the form of a reconciliation, 
passed between them. The condition 
on which Mar Yohannan had previously 
insisted, was that the Patriarch should 
sign the document submitted to him sev- 
eral months ago by our mission, as the 
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basis of renewed friendly intercourse ; 
in which he was required to annul the 
false charges he had preferred against us 
to the Russian Consul, and pledge him- 
self to a pacific course of conduct in 
future. 

Mar Shimon recently called on the 
brethren residing in Oroomiah; which 
he doubtless wished us to regard as a 
tender of the olive branch, less disa- 
greeable of course to himself, but also 
less satisfactory to us, than a retraction of 
his groundless imputations. His hostility 
to the gospel is probably still unabated ; 
but the Lord has so effectually hedged 
up his way in his attempts at open oppo- 
sition, that he would now change his pol- 
icy in the hope of thereby promoting his 
own interests. 


The Turkish Government have sent an agent 
to Oroomiah for the purpose of insisting on the 
return of Mar Shimon. He begged to be ex- 
cused, however, from going into the mountains 
during the cold weather, but promised to repair 
thither in the spring. The intentions of the 
Government in relation to the Patriarch have not 
transpired. 


The Mountain Evangelist. 


Our congregation at Seir, as you were 
informed last month, now supports an 
evangelist in the mountains by their 
monthly concert contributions. The 
congregation at the city will probably 
send forth two more native evangelists, 
in the same way, and to the same field, 
when the spring shall open. The pious 
Nestorians engage with deep and lively 
interest in these efforts for the salvation 
of their benighted kindred in the moun- 
tains. 

Deacon Guergis is the evangelist sup- 
ported by the congregation at Seir. He 
sends us cheering reports of his labors, 
representing the people, in many places, 
as very eager to hear the gospel. To 
use his own language, “the women some- 
times take their hands from the dough in 
their kneading troughs, and go after the 
bread of salvation.” He has made two 
attempts this winter to scale the higher 
mountain ridges and penetrate the re- 
gions beyond; but he found the snow so 
deep and the weather so tempestuous, 
that he was obliged to retreat and con- 
fine his preaching tours to the nearer 
districts. This obstacle will of course 
disappear with the return of milder 
weather. 


To give a better idea of the labors of Deacon 
17* 
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Guergis, Mr. Perkins has furnished a translation 
of one of his letters. It is as follows : 


Unto you, my dear friends in Christ, the 
missionaries, Mr. Perkins and Mr. Cochran, 
beloved of my heart; and unto you all, my 
brethren, my friends in the seminary, readers 
of the Holy Scriptures. If you would in- 
quire and know about my work, my employ- 
ment is going about and preaci:ing. I am 
traveling about in the mountains, in differ- 
ent districts; and I speak the word of God 
in the villages among my people to souls 
that are lost, that are going to hell. But if 
Christ send not the power of the Holy Spirit 
to soften the hearts of men, in vain is my 
preaching, and in vain is my traveling. 

Still I hope th»t God is blessing his word. 
Many people hear, and their hearts soften ; 
and they say, ‘“* We are lost; we are sin- 
ners.” And there are individuals whom 
God has chosen for himself, that they may 
keep his commandments, and attain unto the 
resurrection from the dead and to life eter- 
nal in the kingdom of heaven. Praise God 
the Father, who hath counted us worthy for 
a participation in the inheritance of the 
saints in light; and hath saved us from the 
power of darkness; and introduced us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son, in whom we 
have deliverance and the forgiveness of 
sins. 

O my dear friends! Formerly we had 
our conversation in the world, according to 
our pleasure, according to our will. e 
have withstood the salvation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We have provoked God, in 
that we have not listened to his word. 
Now let us all make our peace with God, 
return to him with a broken heart and a con- 
trite spirit, by true repentance ; let us be- 
seech him to pardon our sins. He is merci- 
ful. He looks to the heart of man. He 
receives him who returns in sincerity. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. 

Again, my friends, do not be careful for 
yourselves only. If you have love in you, 
you will be anxious for others also, to save 
their souls. 

If you inquire when I shall come to you, 
know ye, that if the Lord will, I wish to go 
to Nocheea, or some other places; but it is 
very cold, and the winds blow very violently. 
Much snow has also fallen. i have at- 
tempted to go to Nocheea twice; but I lost 
my way and returned; for the cold and 
wind were very severe. Again, my dear 
friends and brethren, there is an abundant 
harvest, while the laborers are few. Pray 

e, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that 
e will send forth laborers into the harvest. 


Mr. Perkins completed his translation of the 
Old Testament on the 10th of January, after 
having devoted to it about two years and a half. 
“ The strong resemblance of the modern Syriac 
to the Hebrew,” he says, “has contributed 
greatly to the interest and pleasure of the work, 
as well as rendered it comparatively easy.” 
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Revival in the Seminaries—Geog Tapa. 

Mr. Perkins next passes to a theme which will 
awaken the liveliest emotions in the hearts of 
Christians in this country. 

About the commencement of the year, 
an unusual solemnity was apparent 
among the teachers and pupils of our 
male seminary. This gradually but con- 
stantly increased, without the use of any 
extraordinary means, till toward the mid- 
dle of the present month; by which time 
it had pervaded the whole mass; so 
much so that the aspect of the institu- 
tion had become very solemn and im- 
pressive, as contrasted with the previous 
cheerfulness of the youthful assemblage, 
always remarkable, however, for its gen- 
eral order. But there was no marked 
case of awakening, till nearly two weeks 
subsequently. 

On the 13th instant, the question was 
first asked, both by Christians and the 
impenitent, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” This inquiry soon be- 
came general, nay, almost universal ; the 
Spirit of the Lord searching as with a 
candle all hearts, arousing, sifting and 
subduing them with his own awful om- 
nipotence, in a manner the most striking 
and remarkable that it has ever been my 
privilege to behold. The Lord was not 
in the whirlwind, or in the earthquake. 
It was his still small voice; but that 
voice was clothed as with the power of a 
—v rushing wind, filling the place 
with awful solemnity, pungent convic- 
tions and deep contrition. 

The members of the seminary who 
were hopefully converted three years 
ago, were now, for two or three days af- 
ter the work commenced in its power, 
the subjects in most cases of intense 
heart-searchings, of piercing compunc- 
tions for their previous coldness and 
backslidings, and of subdued prostration 
before God. This was true of very de- 
voted Christians as well as others. Like 
the wise virgins, they rose at the first 
sound of the bridegroom’s coming, in 
almost every instance, thoroughly trim- 
med their lamps, and went forth to meet 
him; thus affording gratifying evidence 
that they had oil in their lamps, though 
many were little disposed to think so 
themselves. The impenitent members 
of the seminary were also powerfully 
wrought upon by the mighty energies of 
the same Spirit, some of them being un- 
der very deep conviction of sin, and 
nearly all awakened to a sense of their 
dreadful depravity and their utterly lost 
condition. 
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It is now about a month since the 
commencement of this wonderful display 
of mercy in our male seminary; and 
there is as yet little diminution of the 
interest perceptible among the mass of 
the pupils. We marvel that an interest 
so intense has continued so long undi- 
minished, It is clearly sustained, not by 
human means, but by the mighty power 
of God. 


The institution under the care of Misses Fisk 
and Rice has also shared in the same rich bless- 


ng. 


A little before this revival commenced 
in our male seminary, there appeared a 
similar solemnity in our female semina- 
ry; and the blessed work has progressed 
in the latter simultaneously ; though not 
with so great rapidity, or with such in- 
tense feeling in the mass, as in the male 
seminary. 

More recently, the good work has also 
commenced in Geog Tapa ; there being, 
as you know, a strong sympathy and 
much intercourse between it and our 
seminaries, some of the teachers and 
many of the pupils belonging to that 
village. Our printers and others in our 
employment, and many not connected 
with us who flock to the mission prem- 
ises to hear the Word, are also sharing, 
to a greater or less extent, in this glori- 
ous visitation. 


Without going into detail, at the present time, 
Mr. Perkins says that the revival may be report- 
ed as one of extraordinary power. 


Native Preachers. 


A number of our native preachers are 
able to afford us very essential aid in 
proclaiming the gospel and in directing 
inquirers to Christ. Their interest in 
the work is very deep; and their abilit 
to labor in connection with it is muc 

ater than we could have anticipated. 

heir views of truth are clear and dis- 
criminating, and their presentation of it 
is very impressive. Their preaching, as 
well as our own, aims not to excite the 
passions, but to convince and affect the 
heart by a plain and faithful exhibition 
of the truths of the gospel, especially 
the cardinal doctrine of Christ and him 
crucified. 


As an illustration of the spirit of one of these 
preachers, Mr. Perkins has transmitted extracts 
from two notes of John, addressed to Miss Fisk 
from Geog Tapa. The first of these extracts is 
as follows : 
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From my engagements in going around 
from house to house to converse and pray 
with my dear people, I could not write to 
you sooner. I feel often, as you feel about 
your dear pupils, distressed. Do you re- 
member that when I left you, I told you 
that my coming home seemed to me a heavy 
task? And so it appeared, till I reached the 
village. Then I earnestly looked up to 
heaven. When I entered the door of our 

ard, I stopped a little, and said, ‘*O Lord, 
1 dsibe that my entering here may not be, 
as at other times, so negligent in the service 
to which I am devoted.” 

I have no time to write you about my 
labors and meetings. I have never in my 
life seen such days in my village, new days 
and new labors. 1 do not mean that so 
many are awakened and have repented ; but 
I speak of my engagements. There are 
several ‘individuals who have recently been 
awakened; and Christians are wonderfully 
aroused, and are a great help in the work of 
the Lord. 

I must tell you about my wife. She is 
dreadfully distressed. Very early, much 
before the dawn, she asked me, ** What must 
Ido? ‘There is no sinner so great as I am.” 
I talked to her some time, and then got up 
to pray for a blessing on the labors of the 
day. Will not some of you come with Mr. 
Stocking, and help me on Thursday, and 
spend one night here? Please send brother 
Guergis to help me, &c. 


The second extract is in the following strain. 


I cannot write you all about our labors 
here ; but I will tell you about a very inte- 
resting night which we have had. The 
house was quite full, more than a hundred 
being present. We offered four prayers. 
Yonan preached from the text, “ Ye will 
not come unto me, that ye might have life.” 
Priest Abraham and I also talked. After- 
wards about thirty individuals remained. I 
read Sarah’s (one of the pupils) very inte- 
resting letter to them. We again offered 
four prayers. Afterwards some of the 
brethren went with me intoa closet. We 
prayed earnestly that the Sabbath might be 
a Pentacost. We hope that the work of the 
Lord is increasing here. We have begun 
to talk and pray with the large boys in Priest 
Abraham’s school. Tell your pupils that 
my father [between eighty and ninety years 
old] confesses that he has a very hard heart. 
He says, “* My son, I strive on account of 
my hard heart; but God does not hear me.” 
Do pray for him. He prays often for him- 
self, &c. 


Fruit of past Trials—Affliction. 


The reader will not fail to notice the coinci- 
dence between this revival and the opening of 
the mountains of Koordistan to the preaching of 
the Word. This wide field has now become 
fully accessible ; and God is also preparing the 
laborers who are to enter and reap. 
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It is interesting and _ instructive, 
as wil] doubtless occur to you, to con- 
template this revival in connection with 
the trials which our mission and the 
pious Nestorians were called to pass 
through last summer, in consequence of 
the attempted persecutions of the Patri- 
arch. Perhaps we needed those trials to 
lead us more fervently to look up to the 
hills whence cometh our help. And the 
may also have been needed to call fo 
more prayer among Christians at home 
for such a blessing on us and on this 
people. 


After mentioning the death of his youngest 
child, the fifth which he has followed to the grave 
in Persia, he says : 


The death of our babe produced a 
very deep and solemn impression on our 
pupils, and on other Nestorians around 
us, who had during her sickness prayed 
often and earnestly for her recovery. 
Occurring suddenly, at this deeply in- 
teresting stage of the revival, they re- 
garded ae death as a special voice from 
God to them, uniting its accents with 
the still small voice of the Holy Spirit, 
and loudly calling on them to prepare to 
die. The Lord may have designed our 
bereavement as a means of salvation to 
some Nestorians; and well may we be 
willing to part with our loved infant, to 
whom we believe death to be gain, if the 
number of our spiritual children may 
thereby be increased. 





~ 





LETTER FROM MR. STOCKING, FEBRUARY 
21, 1849. 


The Seminaries—Mar Yohannan. 


Tue narrative of the remarkable work of 
grace, now in progress among the Nestorians, 
is still farther continued in this communication of 
Mr. Stocking. Nothing has occurred in the hist- 
ory of modern missions, which is more intensely 
interesting than this simple recital of what the 
Lord has done by his mighty power. 


In the last communication from Mr. 
Perkins, the characteristics of the revi- 
val in the male seminary at Seir were 
mentioned; and also the fact that there 
was a similar state of feeling in the 
female seminary. The depth and power 
of the work in both these institutions 
have manifestly increased. Convictions 
of the awful nature and evil of sin, as 
committed against a holy God and 
against his perfect law, have been deep 
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and pungent. All who were formerly 
awakened, have passed through a season 
of deep and bitter repentings in view of 
their backslidings, and have received a 
baptism of the Spirit, such as we have 
seldom, if ever, witnessed here or else- 
where. And with their awakening and 
renewed repentance, there has been a 
spiritual resurrection of the dead in 
trespasses and sins, in the midst of them 
and around them. 

Mar Yohannan has become hopefully 
the subject of renewing grace. For a 
number of days he appeared to be in 
deep distress, struggling with the con- 
victions of an enlightened conscience 
and a proud heart; but though hitherto 
so formal and heartless, and like a strong 
man having his goods in peace, he has 
seemed finally to be overcome. He now 
stands up before his people, apparently 
a humble, penitent and earnest preacher 
of the gospel, confessing himself to be 
the greatest sinner in his nation, and, in 
his own expressive language, “ covered 
with their blood from the crown of his 
head to the soles of his feet.” One of 
his first acts, after he had found peace 
for a distressed mind, was to go to Mar 
Shimon, the Patriarch, and preach to 
him the gospel he had opposed. He is 
now laboring, from day to day, to lead 
his people to the cross of Christ. 


Deacon Isaac—The Priest of Charbash. 


Deacon Isaac, the most intellectual 
and influential brother of the Patriarch, 
whose name has frequently been men- 
tioned in our communications, appears to 
be a penitent and sincere believer in 
Jesus. Our pious natives behold with 
wonder and admiration the change in 
this man. By nature proud but frank, 
and disdaining every thing like hypoc- 
risy, he now seems to be humble and 
very much afraid of self-deception. 
And though he is competent, by his su- 

rior knowledge of the truths of reve- 
ation, to teach the more intelligent of 
the people, he feels that he is benefited 
by the conversation and prayers of the 
humblest pious child. His habits are 
entirely changed from those of a prayer- 
less and worldly man, to one who daily 
commends himself and family to God, 
with the reading of the Holy Scriptures. 
He bears testimony in public and in pri- 
vate to the power and excellency of the 
gospel of Christ; and promises to be- 
come an able and valuable helper, both 
here and inthe mountains. His greatest 
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apprehension now is that he may not en- 
dure to the end. 


Mar Yoosuph, Bishop of Ada, an old man 
who has hitherto been exceedingly worldly, and 
has never shown the slightest anxiety respecting 
his spiritual state, is now represented as deeply 
affected by the truth, The name of the individ- 
ual who is mentioned in the following paragraph, 
has already appeared in the Herald. He was 
stoned a short time since by the servants of Mar 
Shimon. 


The priest of Charbash and teacher of 
the village school there, a young man 
who so boldly encountered the persecu- 
tions of Mar Shimon last summer, gives 
most pleasing evidence of having passed 
from death unto life, and is now laboring 
for the salvation of his family and vil- 
lage. He has observed to us that, though 
he was ready to shed his blood in defence 
of the truth, had he died at that time, he 
would have been merely a martyr to Mar 
Shimon, and in his sins have gone to 
hell. Readiness to bear persecution, 
therefore, does not necessarily prove one 
to be a true Christian. 


Revival in the Villages—Geog Tapa— 


Seir. 


Having spoken of certain prominent individu- 
als, Mr. Stocking proceeds to describe the state 
of things in several villages; first remarking, 
however, that a number of the printers in the 
employment of the mission, and three teachers of 
village schools, have been hopefully renewed by 
the Holy Spirit. 


In the village of Degala, an awaken- 
ing of extraordinary interest exists; and 
our helpers are cheered with the promise 
of a still greater interest there. The 
people of this village have been exceed- 
ingly zealous for their Patriarch, who has 
recently remarked, by way of complaint, 
that the preachers have gone there also. 
There is also an unusual degree of reli- 
gious interest in the village of Vaserowa, 
in which are a number of pious young 
men, two of whom are subjects of the 
revival now in progress in the seminary. 

In the large village of Geog Tapa, 
the work for a number of weeks has been 
advancing with great power. The pious 
natives of that village, the most promi- 
nent and laborious of whom is John, 
have divided the place into districts, and 
visited from house to house, conversing 
and praying with individuals and families. 
Meetings for prayer and preaching have 
been maintained daily, and attended by 
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numerous inquirers. An unusual solem- 
nity has pervaded the entire village. 
Persons of the most abandoned character 
have been awakened and hopefully con- 
verted. Numerous crimes, some of 
which were committed twenty-five years 
ago, have been confessed and restitution 
has been made; and nearly the whole 
population are affected in a very remark- 
able manner. Besides those who have 
previously given evidence of being true 
Christians, and not including persons 
partially awakened, a large number are 
regarded as deeply anxious for the salva- 
tion of their souls. On the last Sabbath, 
especially, the work seemed to receive a 
new impulse, and is denominated by 
them their pentecostal Sabbath; and 
such it appears to have been at each of 
the preaching stations. I will, therefore, 
enter somewhat into particulars in de- 
scribing the scenes of the day at Geog 
Tapa. 

A vacation occurring in the seminary 
at Seir, two of the teachers and a num- 
ber of the pupils, belonging to Geog 
Tapa, repaired thither on Saturday, hop- 
ing to witness special tokens of divine 
favor ; and on their way they had a prayer 
meeting, in one of the lodges of the 
vineyards through which they passed, for 
a blessing on their labors. The meeting 
in the church at evening prayers, where 
about two hundred were assembled, was 
of considerable interest. Addresses to 
the congregation were made by the 
teachers from the two seminaries and 
other young men; some of whom ap- 
pealed most tenderly to their parents and 
friends, entreating them to forsake their 
sins and turn unto the Lord. To them 
the scene which followed was one of 
thrilling interest. The whole congrega- 
tion appeared to be moved; and those 
unaccusiomed to weep were much af- 
fected. 

On Sabbath morning a special mes- 
senger was sent to the city, requesting 
Mar Yohannan and myself to come to 
the village and aid them in the services 
of the day. On reaching the place, we 
found a large assembly at the house of 
Mar Elias, listening to an exhortation 
from Priest Abraham. Mar Yohannan 
was called upon to address the assem- 
bly; which he did in an affecting man- 
ner, not having before seen them since the 
change in his own feelings. He spoke 
of himself as the chief of sinners, as 
having led more souls to destruction 
than any other of his people, and as 
being all covered with their blood. In 
regard to the sheep or people of his 
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diocese, he said, the fattest he had 
eaten; the poorest he had cast away ; 
the lame, the maimed, the sick, he had 
wholly neglected. He declared that an 
awful weight of sin rested upon him; 
and he entreated them no longer to look 
to their bishops for salvation, but to 
repent immediately and turn to God. 
At the close of an earnest appeal, the 
younger priest Abraham, the acting 
priest of the village, arose and made a 
most humble confession of his sins as 
their priest, in leading them quietly 
along in carnal security and unbelief, 
and, next to the bishops, as stained most 
deeply with their blood. In a most 
pathetic manner, he entreated them, one 
and all, to attend to the salvation of 
their souls. This priest has been re- 
cently awakened for the first time ; and 
he now gives evidence, by a humble and 
consistent Christian life, and by his 
efforts to save the souls he has been 
leading to ruin, of having come to an 
experimental knowledge of the truth. 

In the afternoon, the congregation 
assembled in the church, which was 
densely crowded; and a number, unable 
to enter, retired to a neighboring school- 
room, where a meeting was conducted 
by one of the young men from the sem- 
inary. After singing the hymn, 


“ Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove,” 


prayer was offered by Mar Yohannan. 
This was followed by the reading of se- 
lect portions of Scripture. The preacher 
chose as his text, 2 Cor. v. 20. During 
the latter part of the discourse, a con- 
siderable portion of the great assembly, 
comprising bishops, priests, deacons, the 
malik of the village, and the people, 
were deeply affected. Several short ad- 
dresses were then made by the Bishop 
and others, calculated to deepen a con- 
viction of the guilt and danger of sin- 
ners unreconciled to God, and to guard 
them against relying upon any audible 
expressions of grief for sin. 

The revival at Seir, a small village 
where the male seminary is located, in 
some respects exceeds the interest at all 
the other places. This whole communi- 
ty, consisting of about twenty families, 
has been awakened with scarcely an 
exception, and pervaded with an over- 
whelming sense of sin. Old men, from 
seventy to eighty years of age, young 
men, women and children, who have 
hitherto lived in hardness of heart, unaf- 
fected by the Word preached, have been 
brought into a state of the deepest ten- 
derness and concern for their souls. 








And now the voice of earnest prayer is 
heard in every dwelling. Meetings are 
held daily; and old men, just ready to 
descend to the grave, who have never 
learned their letters, and who have used 
their mouths from childhood in the utter- 
ance of oaths and revilings, now come 
forward, and with surprising ease and 
propriety pour out their hearts in prayer 
and supplication and in humble confes- 
sions of sin, rendering hearty thanks- 
givings to God for the wonderful work 
he has wrought in their souls and in 
their village. 


The Patriarch—Prospect. 


Mr. Stocking concludes his letter with the fol- 
lowing general remarks. 


In the present aspect of the revival, 
and indications of increasing interest in 
the surrounding villages, we find occa- 
sion for thanksgiving and hope. The 
appearance of our field and work has 
surprisingly changed within the few last 
months. Persecutions have ceased; and 
some of the persecutors have themselves 
become regular attendants on the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and are affected with 
a view of their lost state. The Patri- 
arch and his brothers sit silently in their 
dwelling, not presuming to raise their 
voice in opposition to a work which is 
acknowledged by nearly all to be of the 
Lord. Reports come to them from vari- 
ous quarters of great awakenings in the 
villages, of old and young turning to the 
Lord, of stolen property restored, of 
crimes confessed, of whole assemblies 
being affected to tears for their sins; 
and, as Mar Yohannan says, “they are 
trembling for the stability of the patri- 
archal throne, and fear that their remain- 
ing influence will be lost.” One from 
their own family, others fror the bish- 
ops, priests, deacons, readers and people 
of every age, bear testimony to the 
power of divine grace, and to the spirit- 
ual destitution of their patriarchal head 
and his household. Much interest is 
now felt in their behalf; and many 
prayers are daily offered that God will 
bring down the haughtiness of Mar Shi- 
mon, and open his eyes to see his true 
condition as a sinner. Several attempts 
have been made by the Bishop and others 
to set the truth before him ; but his great 
pride as yet scarcely allows him to listen 
to it, much less to receive it. In a re- 
cent interview of Mar Yohannan with 
him, the Bishop remarked that the effect 
of all God’s dealings with him, in disap- 
pointing his worldly hopes, should be 
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to lead him and his people to God; to 
which the Patriarch replied that “they 
were with God already.” When told 
that such gross sins as were committed 
by them, could not consist with bein 
the Lord’s people, he replied that “these 
things were necessary in order to get 
along in the world.” 

The long fast of fifty days is now just 
at hand; and this season is peculiarly 
favorable for preaching the gospel to 
large congregations. With a score of 
native helpers, many of whom are able 
and efficient preachers of the gospel, 
born into the kingdom of God in revivals 
and imbued with a revival spirit, we hope, 
through the divine blessing on their la- 
bors, for a still greater and more exten- 
sive work of grace during the weeks to 
come. And we are all more and more 
impressed with the value of the qualifi- 
cations which God has bestowed on these 
helpers, and of their great efficiency 
as agents in promoting the work of the 
Lord among this people. In their com- 
petency and ability to present divine 
truth to the native mind, distinctly and 
strongly ; in their careful discrimination 
of character and their discernment of 
what constitutes true and false religion, 
both in experience and practice, we feel 
great confidence. 


LETTER FROM MR. PERKINS, FEBRUARY 
24, 1849. 


Characteristics of the Revival. 


It is the design of Mr. Perkins, in the present 
letter, to describe striking characteristics of the 
revival among the Nestorians. The reader can- 
not fail to be deeply impressed with the reality 
and power of the work. 


1. This revival is characterized by an 
almost overwheming sense of the lost 
condition of men in their native state. 
To the familiar social inquiry, “ How do 
you do?” addressed to the trembling 
sinner, as he has entered my study for 
conversation, the common reply, uttered 
often with difficulty, and amid tears and 
suppressed sobs, has been, “I am lost, I 
am utterly lost.” And the answer is 
evidently prompted, not only by the 
teachings of revelation, but far more by 
the convicting energies of the Holy 
Ghost, pungently operating on his mind. 

2. This work of grace is also charac- 
terized by a deep and vivid sense of the 
enormity of sin. Persons under convic- 
tion are in most cases, for a considerable 
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time, in awful distress, often so intense 
as to shake the stoutest frame; but this 
arises in general much more from a 
vivid impression of the number and ag- 
gravation of their iniquities, than from 
any apprehension of danger or punish- 
ment; the elements of a hell within 
them distressing them far more than the 
terrors of a hell in prospect. “My sins 
are greater than mountains, and more 
than the sands on the sea-shore,” and 
similar expressions which are used by 
them, are not so much the language of 
oriental imagery, as the honest utterance 
of their burdened souls. 

3. With such clear views and strong 
impressions of their utterly lost condi- 
tion and of the enormity of their sins, 
it is not strange that the subjects of this 
revival should intelligently recognize and 
cordially embrace salvation as the gift of 
Sree sovereign grace alone. And much 
in proportion to the number and cumber- 
someness of the dead formal religious 
observances of their church, is_ the 
strength of their abhorrence of them, as 
in any sense or degree a substitute for 
justification by faith in the righteous- 
ness of Christ. No language could 
more aptly express their feelings on this 
subject, than the words of Isaiah, which 
they often repeat, “All our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags.” And it is 
alike interesting and affecting to observe 
the artless fervor with which they go in 
their prayers directly to the cross of 
Christ, as affording the only hope of 
pardon and salvation. “ Blessed Sa- 
vior, we will cling to the skirts of thy 
garment for mercy till our hands are cut 
off,” is an expression that on one occa- 
sion was uttered in a prayer meeting, by 
a man whose heart seemed ready to 
burst with yearnings that could not be 
uttered for perishing sinners around him. 
And this may be regarded as a fair index 
of the ardor of feeling and strength of 
language, yet with no lack of reverence, 
with which they press their suit at the 
feet of Christ as their all-sufficient and 
only Savior. 

4. The self-consecration of the subjects 
of this revival to Christ and his service 
seems also to be remarkably hearty and 
entire. They appear fully to compre- 
hend and cordially to adopt the doctrine, 
that as they have before yielded their 
members servants to uncleanness and 
iniquity unto iniquity, so now they are to 
yield themselves servants to righteous- 
ness unto holiness. In the language of 
their own familiar statement of the case, 
as ‘they have hitherto served the devil 
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with all their might, they will henceforth 
try, by the grace of God, to serve Christ 
at least as well. And accordingly, those 
who hope that they have passed from 
death unto life, seem to regard them- 
selves and all which they possess as no 
longer their own, but His, who has pur- 
chased them with his blood. For in- 
stance, a poor widow, in the fulness of 
her overflowing gratitude to the Savior 
for his mercy to her, begs the privilege 
of hereafter putting one-half of her 
earnings into our missionary box, to aid 
in sending preachers into the mountains, 
And a very common petition which we 
hear in the prayers of the converts, is, 
“QO Lord, we pray that we may never 
deny thee, even till the blood of our 
necks.” This expression is full of 
meaning in a land where the use of the 
cimiter is so common. 

5. 4n ardent desire for the salvation of 
their friends and thew perishing people 
strikingly characterizes the subjects of 
this revival. It was with difficulty that 
we could retain many of the pupils of 
pour seminary till the close of the term; 
so intense was their solicitude for 
their parents and brothers and sisters 
and neighbors; and such their irre- 
sistible longing to go and take them 
by the hand and beseech them to be re- 
conciled to God. The prayers which 
they offered for them here, and which 
were often continued during a consider- 
able part of the night, were most impor- 
tunate and affecting; while the numer- 
ous letters which they wrote to their rel- 
atives, prompted by this state of feeling, 
were very touching and eloquent. And 
the singleness of heart, affectionate earn- 
estness, and tireless devotion with which 
they are engaged, during the present 
vacation, at their respective homes and 
villages, in leading the lost to Christ, are 
a very precious instrumentality, with the 
blessing of God, in promoting the revi- 
val. The same is true also of the feel- 
ings and efforts of members of the fe- 
male seminary, who in a similar manner 
converse and pray with their relatives 
and others of their own sex. And en- 
tirely illiterate persons are hardly less 
earnest and active, in their attempts to 
bring their kindred and neighbors to the 
acknowledgment of the truth, and win 
them to Christ. 

6. A remarkable quickening of the 
moral and intellectual powers is a circum- 
stance worthy of notice, as characterizing 
the subjects of this revival. The clear- 
ness and discrimination with which illit- 
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pel truth, and the ability and pertinency 
with which their hearts and mouths are 
suddenly opened to pray, in public as 
well as in private, are very surprising. 
A veteran in sin, who resides in the vil- 
lage of Seir, more than eighty years of 
age, not only manifests the tender peni- 
tence of a little child, but converses and 
prays with much intelligence, and with 
all the feeling and fluency of youth. 
Though tottering under the infirmities of 
age, “with his feet in the grave,” to 
use his own expression, he is a most 
marvelous monument of the power 
and triumph of grace. The limited 
range of the knowledge of these peas- 
ants on other subjects, so far from hin- 
dering, seems to occasion a concentra- 
tion of their thoughts and feelings on 
the subject of religion, when the Holy 
Spirit arouses them to attend to that sub- 
ject. Having little to do with science, 
commerce or politics, the cross of Christ 
for the time fills the whole field of their 
moral and mental vision, and works in 
them a change alike marvelous and glo- 
rious. 


The Sabbath which followed the date of the 
foregoing letter, Mr. Perkins spent in Geog Tapa. 
On his return to Seir, he wrote that the revival 
was advancing in that large village with great 
interest and power. “Our helpers there and else- 
where,” he says, “‘ give themselves to the work 
with all their hearts; and Iam more and more 
impressed with the ability, earnestness, humility 
and judgment, which characterize their labors. 
Several of our young assistants, and some of 
the older pupils in the seminary, bid fair to be- 
come truly eloquent men, and mighty in the 
Scriptures ; indeed, some of them are such al- 
ready.” Still he thinks a reinforcement from this 
country, at an early day, indispensable. 








Ahpmednuggur. 


LETTER FROM MR. FAIRBANK, JANUARY 
10, 1849. 


Devices of the Brahmins. 


AT the semi-annual meeting of the Ahmed- 
nuggur mission which next preceded the date of 
this letter, Mr. Fairbank was intrusted with the 
operations of the brethren in the valley of the 
Godavery. Harripunt and Ramkrishna, who 
had been previously living at Wudaley, were 
placed under his supervision. As soon as prac- 
ticable, after the close of the meeting just referred 
to, he visited the villages lying north of Ahmed- 
nuggur in which Christians reside, accompanied 
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by Harripunt. At Newasse they were joined by 
Ramkrishna. The following extract will illus- 
trate the determined opposition of the brahmins 
to every effort made for the evangelization of the 
Hindoos. 


At Newasse we endeavored to obtain 
a suitable place for Ramkrishna to reside 
in. This is the chief town of a district ; 
and it is the seat of courts, both munici- 
pal and judicial. It contains many resi- 
dences which would be called excellent 
by the natives of this country. Former- 
ly it was a place of more consequence 
than it is now; and though there are 
many brahmins connected with the courts 
and the temple, we found there were 
houses vacant which would well answer 
our purpose. We selected one which 
was large enough for a residence, and 
also for the school in which Ramkrishna 
was intending to spend a part of his 
time. It belonged to a brahmin widow. 
We had nearly closed a bargain to pay 
monthly rent as long as we should need 
the house, when some of the brahmin 
friends, getting wind of the affair, and 
fearing lest the house should be defiled by 
a Christian’s living in it, assembled; and 
they soon aroused her superstitious fears 
and heathenish feelings so thoroughly, 
that she utterly refused to rent the build- 
ing to us on any terms. Then Ram- 
krishna was empowered to buy it; but 
she thought it would be a great sin to 
sell to a Christian against whom she had 
so suddenly formed an antipathy. The 
same persons subsequently raised such a 
tumult in the village that our efforts to 
rent any house were fruitless. 

But there was another resource. We 
found there was to be an auction by the 
Government of a house that would an- 
swer our purpose. I was unable to be 
present at the auction; but Ramkrishna 
and Harripunt were deputed to bid as 
high as five hundred rupees ; and beyond 
this it was not expected the house would 
go, though it is in good repair, and must 
have originally cost more than fifteen 
hundred rupees. As it was expected 
the Christians would attempt to buy the 
house, there was a large assembly at the 
auction. A brahmin bid two hundred 
and twenty-five rupees ; and then Ram- 
krishna bid two hundred and thirty. This 
was followed by a burst of indignation 
from the brahmins, that a Christian 
should dare to bid for a house that had 
been ocenpied by a brahmin. They de- 
manded from the Judge, under whose 
direction the house was sold, that he 
should forbid the Christians from bid- 
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ding. He told them, very properly, that 
any man had a right to buy the house. 
They then demanded that the decision 
of the matter should come from a higher 
tribunal, and forbade the auction till such 
a decision could be obtained. And these 
were brahmins, who had no part or in- 
terest in the matter, except that they 
wished to prevent a Christian from buy- 
ing a brahmin’s house and coming to 
live in Newasse! Some of them were 
even then desirous of sending their chil- 
dren to learn English in the school which 
Ramkrishna was intending to establish. 
The agent for the owner of the house 
offered no objection. The Judge at last, 
fearful of the results, if he should refuse 
their claims, referred the matter to a 
higher court. It was there immediately 
decided that a Christian had full right to 
bid or to buy; but that a suit might be 
commenced to remove a nuisance. 

On the reception of this decision, con- 
trary to custom, (which demands fifteen 
days notice,) the auction was held before 
any of us could reach the place. I was 
but a few miles distant from Newasse ; 
and hearing a casual report that the auc- 
tion was to take place the next day, hur- 
ried thither, in company with Harripunt, 
to learn the truth. It was sold the day 
before we arrived. The letter which 
was to apprise us of the sale had been 
sent by a special messenger; but it was 
kept by him, and did not reach us till 
the third day after the sale. What brah- 
mins cannot do openly and according to 
law, they can do lawlessly and in the 
dark, making the Government officers, in 
many cases, their tools. 


—_—_—OC~~ 





LETTER FROM MR. BURGESS, NOVEMBER 
7, 1848. 


Seminary— Preaching. 


THE seminary for boys at Ahmednuggur is 
still under the care of Mr. Burgess. In speaking 
of the recent history of this institution, he writes 
as follows : 


The six months of the seminary closed 
about the last of September. Nothing 
of special importance occurred; and 
yet the time did not pass away in a man- 
ner entirely devoid of interest. Three 
of the boys, children of Christian pa- 
rents, asked for admission to the church ; 
and others exhibited signs of serious- 
ness. A weekly prayer-meeting attend- 
ed by ten or twelve boys, mostly sons of 
Christian parents, was maintained ; and 
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I held a similar meeting with such of the 
teachers and scholars as were members of 
the church, or were desirous of becomin 
so. Since the vacation commenced, 
have learned that four of the lads have 
expressed a determination to be on the 
Lord’s side, two of whom appear quite 
well in conversation. 

The number of pupils increased some- 
what during the term ; the whole number 
at the close having been about fifty. 
Owing to the establishment of the Gov- 
ernment school and other causes, I do 
not think that the average of talent is 
equal to what it was eighteen months 
ago. 


But the labors of Mr. Burgess are not confined 
to the seminary, as will appear from the follow- 
ing extract : 


I have expended some effort in en- 
deavoring to collect regular congrega- 
tions in the city, aside from the one 
which meets inthe chapel. The attempt 
has been followed by greater success 
than any similar enterprise of mine at a 
previous time. In one place, just outside 
of one of the gates of the city, I have a 
pretty regular audience, every Sabbath,,. 
varying from twenty to thirty-five per- 
sons. They are all mahars; and it is 
interesting to know that they have prom- 
ised to assist in building a small house 
for the accommodation of those who as- 
semble for public worship. They are 
doutless influenced to some extent, per- 
haps in the main, by the consideration 
that the building will be useful to them 
for other purposes. At another place I 
usually have ten or fifteen hearers, some 
of them being constant in their attend- 
ance. I think that special efforts are 
called for in this direction. 








fAadras. 


LETTER FROM MR. WINSLOW, NOVEM- 
BER 13, 1848. 


Baptism of the Spirit needed. 


TxE letter which has furnished the following 
extract, arrived in this country long afier it was 
due. But the subject itself is one of permanent 
interest. 


I delivered an address at our last 
monthly missionary prayer meeting, on 
the revivals of the present century, espe- 
cially in America. I found it good to 
call to mind these tokens of God’s love 
to our dear native land, and to pray that 
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there may be similar scenes in Madras. 
It is only this powerful working of the 
Spirit on the hearts and consciences of 
men, which can meet our wants. It is 
this alone that can cause the mountains 
around us to become as a plain. We 
hear almost every month of some con- 
versions in different parts of India, but 
of nothing like a revival of religion in 
its power. A great preparatory work is 
going forward, and that encourages me 
more than the few scattering instances 
of turning unto the Lord. The latter 
are important, as they afford an evidence 
of the divine approbation of the means 
used, rather than as a landmark of the 
real progress of the truth. Indeed, this 
real progress is not to be estimated by 
such outward signs; as, to a great ex- 
tent, the missionary work here is an un- 
dermining process, The foundations of 
heathenism are weakened by the advance 
of education, and the introduction of 
customs opposed to caste, &c.; while 
there is the outward observance of all 
its forms, and the building appears to 
stand as strong as ever. 

I was once on my way to Canada, as 
the winter was breaking up; and on 
reaching Missisque Bay, I found that I 
could neither venture upon the ice, nor 
go round by land, but must wait till the 
ice should break up. It appeared as 
strong as ever in most places; and as 
my business was urgent, I felt uneasy at 
the delay which seemed likely to occur. 
But in one night the whole disappeared. 
Though apparently strong, it was in fact 
“ honey-combed,” as it is called; and, a 
wind rising, it was swept away in a few 
short hours, breaking up into fragments 
at once, or the more solid portions being 
sunk out of sight. So it is with the 
whole system of Hindoo idolatry. It 
seems almost as firm as ever; but it is 
“honey-combed,” and needs but the 
breath of the Spirit to destroy it utterly. 

On the other hand, the apparent pro- 
gress which the truth has made in some 
places, is greater than the reality. The 
change is merely on the surface, and an 
alteration of circumstances would soon 
restore all things to their former state. 
This is the case where little more than 
a nominal Christianity has been intro- 
duced; but if the nominal changes are 
perseveringly followed up, and a thorough 
system is introduced, though much chaff 
may be blown away, there will be a 

thering of ripe grain into the garner. 

ut whatever view is taken, it is evident 
that the great want of India and India’s 
missions is a baptism of the Holy Ghost 
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and of fire. May the churches at home 
pray earnestly for this blessing! 
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LETTER FROM MR. HERRICK, OCTOBER 
25, 1848. 


Visits to Heathen Villages. 


In the following communication, Mr. Herrick 
gives an account of the progress of the mission- 
ary work at Tirumungalum and the vicinity. 


Besides my accustomed monthly tour 
for the particular benefit of those who 
are under Christian instruction, I have 
lately performed much more labor among 
the heathen, than I ever did before in 
the same length of time. For several 
months past I have made it a practice, 
when at home, to go daily into Tirumun- 
galum, or to some village in the neigh- 
borhood, for the purpose of preaching. 
By leaving home soon after dawn, I 
can ride on horseback to a place from 
one to three miles distant, address the 
people who assemdle, and return before 
the heat becomes very oppressive. Thus 
far I have found the exercise very re- 
freshing ; and since God has declared of 
his word, “It shall not return unto me 
void,” I am encouraged to hope that pos- 
sibly a ray of light may sometimes be 
made to penetrate the dark mind of a 
poor heathen. I have already in this 
way visited eighteen or twenty villages, 
some of them several times. I have al- 
ways had a respectable audience, often 
a large one, ready to listen with a good 
degree of attention to my message. 
And I have been encouraged by finding 
that usually the largest and most atten- 
tive assemblies are collected in the vil- 
lages which I most frequently visit. 

In three or four places in which I have 
schools, I have had, for four or five 
months, regular religious services once 
a week, attended either by myself or 
catechist. One of these is held Sabbath 
mornings ; and I have been present some 
half dozen times, and have always found 
from fifteen to thirty adults assembled, 
besides the teacher and thirty or forty 
boys. The zemindar who resides in the 
village, once came and remained through 
all the services. One of his two sons is 
a regular attendant, and the other is pre- 
sent occasionally. Iam making an ef- 
fort to induce the parents of the children 
in the schools, not only to attend the 
weekly service, but to learn a short les- 
son each week from a small catechism. 
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I have frankly told them that the chief 
object of our schools is to give them a 
knowledge of the true God, and to teach 
them his word; and I have tried to con- 
vince them that this knowledge is as 
necessary for adults as for children. 
This effort has already succeeded to some 
extent, and I have strong hopes of further 
success. In one school six or eight men 
have been learning these lessons for two 
months ; and they seem to be considera- 
bly interested. As they are unable to 
read, they repeat the words after the 
school-master, as he reads them over, 
and so prepare for the examination. 
They recite their lessons weekly, either 
to myself or to the catechist, in the pres- 
ence of many of their neighbors, who 
thus far seem more disposed to sympa- 
thize with them than to ridicule them. 


In July last, Mr. Herrick devoted two or three 
days to visiting the villages west of Tirumunga- 
lum, a part of his field which he had not before 
attempted to cultivate. He found the region very 
populous, and the people seemed to be disposed 
to listen to the truth. : 


Village Congregations— Baptisms. 


My village congregations are much the 
same as when I wrote you last. Knowl- 
edge is gradually increasing among the 
people ; and they are apparently gaining 
strength to resist both the force of long 
established customs and the opposition 
of heathen friends and neighbors. I 
visited these congregations three weeks 
ago, and passed my time while among 
them very pleasantly. I have at length 
succeeded in employing, in all but one 
of the four schools connected with these 
congregations, school-masters whose 
character as Christians has become well 
established, two of them being members 
of the church. 

While I was on my last visit, I became 
much interested in a little boy, ten years 
of age, and a member of one of these 
schools. The catechist pointed him out 
to me, saying that he regularly attended 
morning prayers, and often prayed him- 
self that his parents might become wor- 
shipers of the true God. Before I left, 
the little boy came to me and said, with 
much apparent thoughtfulness, “Sir, I 
have become a Christian. As I daily go 
to the bazar, I meet many little boys 
who worship idols. What shall I say to 
them?” A heathen man who stood by, 
bore witness to the boldness with which 
the little fellow acknowledged Christ 
wherever he went. 


Madura :—Letter from Mr. Herrick. 








207 


On my way home, I stopped in a large 
village to address the people who were 
standing in front of a choultry. Soon 
the headman of the village came, and 
asked if I would drink some milk. I 
told him I would, if he should please 
to give it. Accompanied by another 
man, he ran and in a few minutes brought, 
fresh from the cow, as much milk as my- 
self and catechist wished to drink. He 
then invited me to spend the day in his 
village, saying that he would be glad to 
furnish, free of expense, all the food I 
needed. But as my cook had gone be- 
fore me to prepare food at another place, 
I told him I could not stay. He then 
requested me to come again, and spend 
two or three days, assuring me that he 
would gladly entertain me as a friend. 
As I left, this man with a dozen others 
accompanied me half a mile or more; 
and they were very urgent in their re- 
quest for a school. Persons acquainted 
with the oriental character will, of course, 
make some allowance for such expres- 
sions of kindness. Still it is easy to see 
that the missionary has a much fairer 
prospect of benefiting the people, where 
he is thus received, than in places where 
he meets with opposition and abuse. 

At our communion season, two weeks 
ago, I received three additional members 
to our little church. Two of them were 
a man and his wife (formerly heathen) 
from one of our village congregations, 
and the daughter of a catechist was the 
third. The man is a good reader; and 
I have long noticed with pleasure his 
increasing knowledge of the Bible. He 
is by trade a weaver; and, I trust, he 
will furnish another proof to the heathen, 
that a man may be a Christian and still 
support himself and family by his cus- 
tomary labor. At the communion season 
previous to our last, I received to the 
church a young man from my preparandi 
class. He is now employed as a school- 
master; and I have reason to hope that 
he will be very useful in this capacity. 
It is pleasant to find any among this dark- 
minded people who are disposed to cast 
in their lot with the people of God. 
But from the difficulty of ascertaining 
whether they possess the proper qualifi- 
cations for church-membership, and from 
the danger that they will fall away, [ 
rejoice with much trembling, as I admin- 
ister to them the ordinance of baptism. 


The Laborers few. 


The following extract will suggest some re- 
flections of interest in regard to the missionary 
work in Southern India. 
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As I cast my eyes over the field for 
the cultivation of which I am responsible, 
with its two or three hundred villages, 
and with its more than one hundred 
thousand inhabitants; and as I go among 
the people, and see their readiness to 
listen to the gospel message, I am led to 
exclaim, “The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few.” And when | 
see the ignorance of the people, and 
consider how often the truth must be 
brought before their minds, in order to 
its being understood and its making an 
impression, a question of great practical 
importance arises ; namely, what extent 
of territory, so densely populated as 
Southern India is, should a single mis- 
sionary, or any given number of mission- 
aries, be expected to cultivate? My 
own field is as favorable, in regard to the 
distance to be traveled, as that of most 
of my brethren. In order to reach the 
extremity, I am not obliged to travel 
more than twenty-five or thirty miles in 
any one direction; while some of my 
associates must go more than twice that 
distance. Still, were it certain that my- 
self and family should have perfect health 
for a year to come, and were I to spend 
all my time in traveling and preaching, 
I should scarcely be able to preach twice 
in all the villages of my field during the 

ear. 

It must also be borne in mind that 
when a missionary spends half a day or 
a whole day in a village, he sees by 
no means a majority of the inhabitants, 
especially if the village is large; some 
being away from home, while others do 
not hear of his arrival, and would not 
care to go and see him, if they did. 
Again, even if a missionary has a per- 
fect knowledge of the language spoken 
by the people, he will be understood but 
imperfectly, from the strangeness of the 
truths he utters, especially if he ad- 
dresses the same audiences but once or 
twice a year. 

But the missionary must spend some 
time in study and in the discharge of the 
duties at his station. He must, in some 
degree, avoid exposure to a vertical sun 
and heavy rains. It cannot reasonably 
be expected that the health of himself 
and family will remain unimpaired for a 
year ata time. He does not possess, and 
cannot be expected to acquire, a perfect 
knowledge of a difficult foreign lan- 
guage. Looking at the subject in the 
most favorable light possible, therefore, 
it is a melancholy certainty, that with 
the present degree of missionary strength 
a great majority of those living within 
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the limits of this field, nominally occu- 
pied and under cultivation, must die 
without a sufficient knowledge of the 
gospel to save their souls. This remark 
will apply with as much force to the 
whole mission as to this region. If it 
be said, “More dependance must be 
placed upon native assistants,” my reply 
is, * We have not, nor are we likely to 
have for a long time to come, a supply 
in any degree adequate, either in regard 
to numbers or qualifications, to the de- 
mand ; and if we had them, we have not 
the means of supporting them.” What 
then shall we do? 








est Africa. 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MISSION. 


Notice of Mrs. Walker—Preaching. 


Tue history of this mission, during the year 
1848, is succinctly stated in the document which 
has furnished the following extracts. 


When the year opened, there were 
only two members of the mission on the 
ground; and in April the number was 
still further reduced by the decease of 
Mrs. Walker, leaving her bereaved hus- 
band to bear the heat and burden of the 
day alone. And yet he was not alone; 
for the sustaining presence of Him who 
has said, “ Lo, I am with you always,” 
imparted strength equal to his day. 

n the early removal of our beloved 
sister, who had devoted her life to the 
welfare of Africa, and who was so 
cheerfully and successfully engaged in 
her work, we behold one of the myste- 
rious providences of Him who said, 
“ What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter.” While we 
deeply feel our loss, we rejoice in her 
unspeakable gain. Having done what 
she could, she ceased from her labors, 
and her works do follow her. The 
sweet savor of her influence remains. 
The seed which she sowed in tears, is 
already producing fruit to the glory of 
her Savior. Several persons who have 
recently been converted to God, state 
that her faithful labors, especially her 
dying entreaties, were made the means 
of bringing them to repentance. 


The return of five members of the mission, 
accompanied by a reinforcement of three others, 
is next mentioned. They arrived at the Gaboon 
in August. 


During the last half of the year, there 
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has been preaching regularly in some of 
the Mpongwe towns and villages, and 
occasionally in all. Our congregations 
have been gradually increasing; and the 
attention given to the means of grace 
has been encouraging. Although we 
have not yet seen many of the people 
brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth, we have evidence that the gospel 
is beginning to affect the hearts of 
some; and we labor in the hope of see- 
ing many turning unto the Lord. 

The labors of the mission have not 
been confined to the Mpongwe people, 
but have been extended to the adjoining 
Bakali and Shikani tribes. Explora- 
tions have been made on the head waters 
of the Gaboon ; and the gospel has been 
preached, for the first time, in fifteen or 
eighteen villages. 


Schools— Revival—Church—Plans. 


Two schools have been sustained during the 
year. One of these is a day school at Prince 
Glass’s town, the pupils in which have made 
commendable progress in their studies. Of the 
other, a mixed day and boarding school, the re- 
port speaks as follows: 


The school at Baraka has been unu- 
sually prosperous. The proficiency of 
the pupils, some of whom are conside- 
rably advanced, has been quite encour- 
aging. And what has been more grati- 
fying still, we are permitted to mention 
the hopeful conversion of several of their 
number. About three months since, we 
were manifestly visited by the Holy 
Spirit. A number of the boarding schol- 
ars, together with others in the mission 
yard, became anxious about their spirit- 
val state. The voice of prayer was 
heard early and late, and often during 
the day. This special interest has re- 
sulted in the hopeful conversion of ten 
or twelve ; and others are still inquiring 
what they must do to be saved. 

The church connected with the mis- 
sion has been organized about six years ; 
and during this period the ordinances of 
the gospel have been regularly main- 
tained. During much of the time, how- 
ever, the number of the communicants 
has been small, owing to the absence of 
some and the removal of others. Re- 
cently a reorganization has been effect- 
ed. Of the original fourteen who formed 
the church, all but one are now living ; a 
fact which we deem worthy of notice. 
At our last communion season, six native 
Africans were baptized and received 
into the church on a profession of their 

18 * 
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faith; and they commemorated with us 
the dying love of that Savior whom 
they aor lave About the same number 
are under the care of the church, whom 
we hope to receive at no distant day. 
The church has twenty members at the 
present time. 


The general plan of the mission is indicated 
in the following paragraph. 


Our field of labor, which we have re- 
garded as one of great interest and 
promise from the first, has never been 
more encouraging, perhaps, than at pres- 
ent. The Mpongwe people, though not 
numerous, are influential ; and they com- 
municate with severgl of the surround- 
ing tribes. We have but one station 
among them; and it will probably be 
unnecessary to form another, as all the 
towns and villages are easily accessible 
from this point. But the “regions be- 
yond” are opening to us vast fields, 
which the providence of God is calling 
upon us to go up and possess, with as 
little delay as possible. We hope to 
establish at least two new stations on 
the head waters of the Gaboon, the 
present year; and as soon as practicable 
we desire to penetrate to the unexplored 
country beyond, and preach Christ where 
he has never been named. But in con- 
sequence of the numerous obstacles to 
be surmounted, our progress into the 
interior will necessarily be slow. Still 
“onward” shall be our motto, till we 
shall have planted the gospel standard 
upon the highlands of central Africa. 


_———OoOor 





LETTER FROM MR. WILSON, FEBRUARY 
6, 1849. 


Death of Mrs. Griswold. 


THE intelligence conveyed in the present letter 
will be received with mingled emotions. The 
Lord has, indeed, Jaid his hand upon the mission, 
in weakening its strength and diminishing its 
numbers. At the same time, however, he has 
not forgotten to be gracious; and we may con- 
fidently anticipate the coming of a brighter day. 


My hand almost refuses to report the 
death of Mrs. Griswold. But why 
should I hesitate to record the doings of 
a righteous God? Still it is a mysteri- 
ous and afflictive event; and it is so re- 
cent, morever, that we cannot help feel- 
ing it most keenly. That one so cheer- 
ful, so energetic, so useful, so obliging ; 
that one, humanly speaking, the least 
likely to become the victim of disease, 








210 


should be so suddenly taken away, is 
one of those dispensations of Providence 
which cannot be explained; and we 
must be dumb before the Lord, until he 
himself shall be pleased to disclose to 
us the reason for the trying event. 

The death of Mrs. Griswold occurred 
at two o’clock on Wednesday morning, 
after an illness of little more than four 
days. At the commencement of the 
disease, there were no symptoms of viru- 
lence ; and it appeared to be easily con- 
trolled by the use of medicine. On 
Tuesday morning a favorable crisis 
showed itself, so that not only we, 
but Mrs. Griswold herself, entertained 
hopes of a speedy recovery. Towards 
evening, h pen scam Aes disease reappeared 
with unexpected violence ; and, although 
the strongest measures were resorted to, 
in less than eight hours, without pain or 
suffering, she calmly resigned her spirit 
into the hands of her Savior. During 
the last eight hours, she was much of 
the time delirious ; but there were lucid 
seasons, when she spoke sweetly and 
connectedly of her confidence in her Sa- 
vior, and her entire submission to his 
will. 

But no dying testimony was needed 
in her case. She had given the highest 
proof of her attachment to her Master, 
by her devotion to his service while in 
health, by her kind and affectionate de- 
portment to her associates in the mission, 
and by her untiring efforts to promote 
the spiritual welfare of the heathen 
around her. She had the satisfaction of 
seeing several in whom she had felt a 
special interest, and for whose salvation 
she had made much effort, converted to 
the Lord Jesus and united to our church. 
Last Sabbath, as I addressed a class of 
adult females, among whom she had 
held stated religious meetings for some 
time, I found many of them bathed in 
tears ; and, if I mistake not, impressions 
have been made upon some of their 
minds by Mrs. Griswold’s instructions, 
which will never beeffaced. But I need 
not harrow up your feelings, by dwelling 
upon her worth. This makes us only 
the more sensible of our own loss. God 
has taken her to himself, and let him 
do what seemeth him good. 


The mission has been further tried by the ill 
health of Mrs. Bushnell; who, as it now appears, 
carried from the United States “ the seeds of pul- 
monary consumption.” “She enjoys a placid 
and happy state of mind, and is waiting calmly 
for her Master to bid her come away.” It has 
also been discovered that Mr. Wheeler’s consti- 
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tution is not adapted to the missionary work in 
Africa; and hence, with the advice of the mis- 
sion, he has returned to this country. 


Religious Interest—New Stations. 


You must not suppose, however, that 
because of these trials and disappoint- 
ments we are discouraged. If God has 
dealt with us in severity, he has also 
dealt with us in goodness. We have 
had the presence of his Spirit, and some 
ten or twelve persons have been con- 
verted to the Lord Jesus. Others, we 
hope, are inquiring what they must do to 
be saved. 

Opposition to religion has also been 
developed. One of our young men was 
for a time confined in irons, because he 
made a profession of religion; and oth- 
ers are threatened with violence, in case 
they shall reject their heathenish prac- 
tices, and unite themselves with us. 
Still we do not anticipate any very vio- 
lent or protracted opposition. 


The aggressive movements of the mission are 
more fully disclosed in the following extract. 


Mr. Walker is doing a good work up 
the main branch of the Gaboon, and Mr. 
Preston another on the Ikai branch. 
Both are endeavoring to prepare the way 
for permanent stations. Mr. Walker oc- 
cupies a post of some peril ; as it is ata 
point where the Bakali and Shikani 
tribes have come together, and the ques- 
tion is not yet settled which are to be 
masters. Mr. Preston is among a com- 
munity in comparative tranquillity. At 
the distance of two miles from his post, 
there is an eminence from whence the 
high hills of the Pangwe country may 
be seen. Both Mr. Walker and Mr. 
Preston enjoy, as they think, better 
health at their interior stations, than they 
do at Baraka. Both have made some 
proficiency in the Bakali language, which 
will not only qualify them to labor among 
that people, but will furnish them the 
means of access to the Pangwe tribe. 
Mrs. Preston is still with us, and is now 
filling the post that Mrs. Griswold for- 
merly occupied. 
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LETTER FROM MR. KINGSBURY, MARCH 
21, 1849. 


The Western Churches. 


THE friends of missions will be glad to learn 
that the Lord still blesses the labors of our 
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brethren among the Choctaws. In describing the 
western part of the field under their care, Mr. 
Kingsbury writes as follows : 


There are so few of us, as you well 
know, and our engagements in the neigh- 
borhoods where we reside are so nume- 
rous, that the churches on the Boggy 
and the Blue have been greatly neg- 
lected. Indeed, we have been able to 
go and preach to them butseldom. The 
past winter, moreover, has been one of 
the most unpleasant that we have known 
at the south for a period of more than 
thirty years. There have been more 
cold and stormy Sabbaths than we have 
ever had before in the same length of 
time. We feared the effects of so 
many unfavorable circumstances on 
those churches. 

But God has been better to us than 
our fears. Meetings have been general- 
ly kept up through the winter by the 
elders, when no minister was present; 
and they have been better attended than 
could have been expected. Aged peo- 
ple have been seen walking a conside- 
rable distance over the sleet and ice 
with bare feet; and they have sat for 
hours in a cold house, without a floor, 
listening to the messages of mercy. 

On the last Sabbath in January, Mr. 
Wright attended at the Six Towns 
church, and administered the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. The meeting was 
interesting. Five persons were admitted 
to Christian fellowship on examination, 
and three were received by letter. 

On the second Sabbath in February, I 
preached at Bennington, and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper. The day was 
very unfavorable; but the attendance 
was better than could have been ex- 
pected. Eight persons were received 
into the church on examination. Others 
would have been examined for admis- 
sion; but for want of sufficient time, we 
were compelled to defer their applica- 
.tions. Thirteen children of believing 
parents received the ordinance of bap- 
tism. 

On the last Sabbath in February, I 
was at Mount Pleasant, and administered 
the Lord’s Supper to the church lately 
under the care of Mr. Potter. Six were 
admitted to the privileges of Christ’s 
house on examination. At this place, as 
also at Bennington, Mr. Strong assisted 
me in conducting the exercises. 

A number of the most influential 
members of the Mayhew church, having 
removed to the neighberhood of Ben- 
nington, it was doubted for a time 
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whether we should be able to keep up 
meetings at the former place. Mr. 
Wright preached there on the third Sab- 
bath in January; Mr. C. C. Copeland 
has been there once since that time; 
and meetings on the Sabbath have been 
sustained by the people. Last Sabbath 
I was there, and administered the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper; and on no 
former occasion, with perhaps one excep- 
tion, have I seen so large a congrega- 
tion. Five were added to the church on 
profession. One of these was an old 
man, who has resisted the truth for more 
than thirty years. His father, a white 
man, had a Bible, which he sometimes 
read and endeavored to explain; but he 
thought it was a tale. The son now 
submits with a willing heart to that 
Savior, whom he has so long rejected, 
and looks to him alone for the pardon of 
his many sins. 











four. 
LETTER FROM MR. RIGGS, MARCH 7, 1849. 


Encouragement at Lac-qui-parle. 


Ir is gratifying to find that there is any in- 
crease of interest in the subject of religion 
among the Dakotas, But there do not seem to 
be any decisive indications that the set time to 
favor this tribe of Indians is near at hand. 


There has been more than ordinary 
attention to the religion of the Bible at 
this station, during the last four months. 
This has been manifested in various 
ways. The attendance on the Word 
preached has been greater than during 
any previous winter, for some years past ; 
the average number present on the Sab- 
bath, besides children, having been more 
than thirty. Some who have feared to 
come heretofore, are now regular atten- 
dants at the house of God. And at 
times there has appeared to be conside- 
rable interest in seeking the truth. 

The influences of the Spirit have evi- 
dently been present, convincing of sin. 
Some, I fear, have resisted his strivings, 
and fallen back into a state of indiffer- 
ence. Others, we hope, have been led 
to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone 
for salvation. As I mentioned in a 
former communication, two individuals 
were admitted to church fellowship at 
our communion near the close of 1848. 
There are others who appear to be sin- 
cerely seeking the right way. 

Others still seem to be thoroughly 
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convinced of the falsity and deceptive 
character of their own system of reli- 
gion, and at least partly satisfied in 
regard to the truthfulness of God’s reve- 
lation. Their understandings are some- 
what enlightened in the knowledge of 
the truth, but their wills are not renewed 
and sanctified. They are halting be- 
tween two opinions. The Lord is God, 
they say, and they worship him; but not 
with their whole hearts. The situation 
of some of this class is such as to call 
forth our sympathies. They are perse- 
cuted as though they were Christians, 
and threatened with being killed by 
witchcraft ; and yet they have not the 
inward consolations of those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 


But the doctrines of the gospel have received 
an unusual share of attention of late in other 
ways. 


At all the feasts and meetings of the 
Dakotas, as I am informed, our religion 
has been a subject of discussion. There 
are not a few who oppose. The two 
chiefs, and many of their principal sol- 
diers, not only keep themselves away 
from the direct influences of the gospel, 
but they are determined that, as a peo- 
ple, they will not give up their supersti- 
tions, and receive the word of God. 
They will not enter into the kingdom 
themselves; and those who desire to 
enter they hinder. They often prevent 
men from coming to our meeting on the 
Sabbath, by making a feast, and inviting 
them to it about the time of our Dakota 
service. It is frequently remarked by 
the Indians themselves, that there are 
more sacred feasts on the Sabbath than 
on any other day of the week. 

Reports have been repeatedly circu- 
lated, that some of the soldiers were 
intending to cut up the blankets and 
clothing of the children who came to 
school; but they have not hitherto exe- 
cuted their threats. On one Sabbath 
there was an attempt made, by some 
drunken men, to cut up the blankets of 
some women, as they were returning 
from our meeting ; but they were unsuc- 
cessful. In one instance, a woman was 
pursued by a relative of her husband ; 
but she succeeded in reaching her tent. 
He followed her, with a knife in his 
hand, to cut up her robe; which hap- 
pened to be a borrowed one. She im- 
mediately threw it off, and called for 
her own, which she handed to him; at 
the same time, taking hold of his new 
blanket, she said, “ You mean to give 
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me this, if you cut up mine.” Dakota 
custom would have required him to do 
this, as he was related to her. But not 
exactly liking the conditions, he put his 
knife into its sheath, and went away. 

It has been a serious question this 
winter, as at some former times, with 
those who oppose the word of God, 
whether they would not again attempt to 
drive away the missionaries. The old 
chief told me at one time, that he would 
direct his soldiers to send us off in the 
spring. But he found that he should not 
be sustained in this measure; and it 
would seem from his conduct of late 
that, for the present at least, he has given 
up the attempt. He had many griev- 
ances; but it was very manifest that 
his opposition to the gospel was the 
principal. When I have tried of late to 
converse with him in my own house, to 
show him the folly and wickedness of 
their system of idolatry, and the danger 
of rejecting the salvation offered to 
them through the Son of God, he has 
said to me, “I have heard enough on 
that subject.” He says that he should 
be willing to receive our religion, if we 
would not require them to abandon their 
own. They have already incorporated 
into their system, as it would seem, the 
idea of “the Great Spirit,” so far as 
they have any notion of the true God, 
since their intercourse with white people. 
And I shall not be surprised, if they in- 
corporate the name of the Son of God 
into their idolatrous worship. Their re- 
ligion is not a fixed quantity. Like the 
Athenians of old, they have no objec- 
tion to receiving and worshiping other 
and unknown deities. But our God is a 
jealous God, and the religion of the 
Bible is an uncompromising religion. 
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Amoy.—Letters from Canton give some addi- 
tional particulars in regard to the lamented death 
of Mr. Pohlman. Mr. Williams says, in a letter 
dated January 29, “ He came to Hongkong in 
December to accompany his sister for the benefit 
of her health. He collected funds for some 
lamps to be put up in the church, which he was 
to assist in dedicating on his return. Leaving 
his sister at Hongkong, he sailed for Amoy in 
the Omega, January 2; the owners having given 
him a free passage. On the 5th instant, the ves- 
sel struck on Breaker Point.” From the deposi- 
tion of the second mate, it appears that the 
collision occurred at two o’clock in the morning. 
All clung to the wreck till about noon; when Mr. 
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Pohlman and others endeavored to reach the 
shore in the quarter boat. But it soon foundered, 
and he was drowned. 


Tami Misstons.—The company of mission- 
aries which sailed from Boston last autumn in 
the Bowditch for the different Tamil missions, 
arrived at Madras February 20, having been at 
sea one hundred and thirty-two days. During 
the latter part of the voyage, there was unusual 
seriousness among the officers and sailors; and 
the captain, with one or two others, professed to 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 

Messrs. Noyes, Mills and Burnell, with their 
wives, subsequently proceeded to Jaffna, Febru- 
ary 27, where they arrived in safety. Doct. and 
Mrs. Shelton left for Madura on the 8th of 
March; and on their arrival, Doct. and Mrs. 
Scudder were expected to return to Madras. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dulles entered immediately upon 
their labors at Madras. As Mrs. Winslow was a 
passenger in the Bowditch, all the members of 
this mission are supposed to be at their posts. 


CoNnsTANTINOPLE.—After accepting the call 
of the church at Constantinople, Mr. Hohannes 
felt constrained to listen to the urgent entreaties 
of the evangelical Armenians at Adabazar; and 
he finally concluded that it was his duty to 
become their pastor. Mr. Everett says, under 
date of March 2, “ We think Providence calls 
him there.” 

The female boarding school at Constantinople 
is evidently enjoying the divine blessing. Some 
of the pupils give evidence of having recently 
passed from death to life. It is hoped, moreover, 
that the good work will become general in its 
character. 


Greece.—Mr. King has some encouragement 
in his labors, A young man from Macedonia, 
son of a priest, and a student in the Hellenic 
school, has attended his Greek service for some 
time ; and it is hoped that a work of grace has 
begun in his heart. ‘“ He seems to be firm in the 
truth, and desirous of communicating it to others ; 
and not to fear the shame and reviling which he 
may be called to endure.” Another student in 
the same school, also from Macedonia, attends 
Mr. King’s Greek service. In him also there 
has been a marked change. Another individual 
appears to be in an interesting state of mind. 


Soutu Arrica.—Mr. Bryant is still at Ifumi, 
unable to preach, yet doing what he can for the 
welfare of the people around him. 


Sanpwicu IsLanps.—The ravages of disease 
at the Islands are truly appalling. ‘The measles 
and whooping cough have been followed by a 
diarrhea which has proved very fatal. The 
King set apart the 6th of December as a day of 
fasting and prayer; “but few,” writes Mr. Par- 
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ker, “were well enough to attend a public 
meeting.” 


S1oux.—Mr. Hopkins, writing from Traverse 
des Sioux under date of April 9, states that the 
average attendance on the Sabbath from January 
7 to March 18, was eleven. “ One encouraging 
fact is, that the demeanor of the Indians has 
been more grave and becoming in the sanctuary 
the past quarter than heretofore. We think the 
improvement has been considerable; still they do 
not attend to preaching with the devout interest 
which is desirable.” 











DONATIONS, 


RECEIVED IN APRIL. 


MAINE. 


Cumberland co. Aux. So. D. Evana, Tr. 
Cumberland, Gent. 34,02; indiv. 50c.; 34 
Falmouth, Ist ch. 

Gorham, Ann. coll. 103,50; m. c. 
13,48 ; J. Dole, 1,50 ; 11 

N.Y armouth, 2d ch. 

Portland, 3d cong. ch. .m. c. 19,04; 
unknown, 5; Rev. Dr. Cummings, 


—-oO ow 


0; 
Pownal, Cong. ch. 
Saccarappa, do. 
Lincoln co. Aux. So. Rev. J. W. Ellingwood, Tr. 
Bath, Winter-st. cong. so. (of wh. fr. 
Thomas Harward, wh. and prev. dona. 
cons. Mrs. Hannan P. HaRwarp an 
H. M. 50; Mrs. H. P. Harward, for John 
P. Harward, Ceylon, 20; E. Tallman, 
for Ammi R. Mitchell, do. 20 ; C. Crook- 
er, for Charles W. Crooker, do. 20; m. c. 
33; Rev. J. W. Ellingwood, to cons. 
Mrs. Harriet M. Evctinewoop an H. M. 
100,) 469,67 ; central ch. and cong. coll. 


and m. c. "263, 38 ; 732 05 
Kennebec co. Conf. of chs. B. Nason, Tr. 
Augusta, A friend, 1 
Ww inslow, T. Rice, 10 00—11 00 
Penobscot co. Aux. So. J. 8. Wheelwright, T1. 
Bangor, Ist par. coll. 44 95 
Blanchard, Cong. ch. and so. 5 00——49 95 
York co. Conf. of chs. Rev. G. W. Cressey, T'r. 
——— 8. cong. ch. to cons. 
Georce A. Bowman an H. M. 58 00 
1,110 92 
Aroostook co. J. Conant, 1 00 
1,111 92 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Cheshire co. Aux. So. W. Lamson, Tr. 
Rindge, Ist cong. ch. and so. 44 96 
Grafton co. Aux. Bo. W. W. Russell, Tr. 
Bristol, La. 11; J.S. Eaton, 10; 21 00 
Le sbanon, Cong. ch. m. c. 50 00 
Orford, Rev. D. Campbell, 10 00 
Orfordville, A friend, 5 00—86 00 
Hillsboro’ co. Aux. So. J. A. Wheat, Tr. 
Pelham, La. 48 19 


Merrimack co. Aux. So. G. Hutchins, Tr. 
Boscawen, E. cong. so. 72 
Concord, W. cong. so. 27 47 
Epsom, ist cong. 80. 3 2 
Northfield and Sanbornton, Cong. so. 30 00 
Pembroke, Gent. 37,25 ; la. 22,65; 59 90 
Pittsfield, ‘Ann. contrib. 63 00—256 12 


‘Rockingham co. Conf. of chs. J. Boardman, Tr. 


Brentwood, Cong. ch and so. 54,32; 


m. c. 15,92; Mrs. A. Thyng, 15; | 85 24 
Exeter, m. ¢. in Ist and Qd chs. 25,93; 

Ist ch coll. 37,55 ; 2d do. 90; 153 48 
Greenland, Fem. miss. asso. 13 00 
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Kingston, Mrs. Patten’s s. s. class, 
Raymond, Ist cong. so. 
South New Market, C. Lane, 
Stratham, Cong. ch. and so. 20,85; 
Mrs. E. A. C. Lane, 10; Rev. W. 
J. Newman, 20 ; an indiv. 5; 
Sullivan co. Aux. So. D. 8. Dutton, Tr. 


1 00 
20 00 
3 00 


55 85—331 57 





Goshen, R. Booth, 1 00 
767 84 
Shelburne, Cong. ch. and so. 5 25 
773 09 
Sees Jonathan Franklin, by O. 
. Porter and D. C. Churchill, 50 00 
823 09 
VERMONT. 
Addison co. Aux. So. A. Wilcox, ‘Tr. 
Middlebury, C. Porter, 5 00 
Caledonia co. Conf. of chs. E. Jewett, Tr. 
Barnet, Cong. ch. 22 57 
Kirby, Cong. ch. 2 00 
St. Johnsbury, 2d cong. ch. m. c. 15 00-——39 57 
Orange co. Aux. So. J. Steele, Tr. 
Chelsea, Cong. ch. and so, 22 
Thetford, 8. Y. Closson, 10 00 
Williamstown, Cong. so. 13 74—-46 06 
Orleans co. Aux. So. Fr. Jameson, Tr. 
Greensboro’, Cong ch. and so. 27 35 


Rutland co. Aux. So. J. Barrett, Jr. Tr. 

Castleton, Gent. 103.86; la. 48,82; 
chil. 3,32; indiv. 12; 

Clarendon, Cong. so. 
East Poultney, g. ch. and so. 
Rutland, Gent. 3; m. c. 8,90 ; 
Tinmouth, Cong. ch. and so. 
W. Rutland, 

Windham co. Aux. So. F. Tyler, Tr. 
Brattleboro’, East so. m. c. 
East Westminster, Mr. Gilbert’s so. 
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Grafton, -— 80. Mm. ¢, 10 
Putney, 0. do. 5 
Saxton’s River, R. A. Severance, 10 
Westminster, Mr. Hitchcock’s fam. 1 25—-76 27 


Windsor co. Aux. So. E. P. Nevens, Tr. 


Windsor, Cong. s. s. 1 00 
480 15 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Barnstable co. Aux. So. W. Crocker, Tr. 
Chatham, Cong. ch. and so. 54 80 
E. Falmouth, i H. 2 00 
Harwich, Cong. ch. m. ¢. 25 41-—82 21 


Berkshire co. Aux. So. Rev. J. J. Dana, Tr. 
A friend, 100 00 
New Marlboro’, So. par. 10 00 
Windsor, Cong. ch. m. c. 11 00-121 00 

Boston, S. A. Danforth, Agent. 

(Of wh. fr. la. benev. so. of Phillips 


ch. 21,38 ; a friend, 5 ;) 2,170 46 
Brookfield Asso. W. Hyde, Tr. 
Ware, Unknown, 5 00 


Essex co. North, Aux. So. J. Caldwell, Tr. 
Bradford, E. par. Dr. Perry’s so. 31 84 
Georgetown, Mr. Prince’s so. 105 00—136 84 

Essex co. South, Aux. So. C. M. Richardson, Tr. 
Anisquam, Cong. ch. and so. 10 00 
Beverly, Washington-st. ch. and so. 

la. 39,90; m. c. 59,85 ;—to cons. 
Miss Jane P. Dore an H. M.; 
gent. 18,25; 118 00 
Danvers, Mr. Braman’s so. gent. 89; 
la. 97,70 ; 186 70 
Hamilton, Coll. in Mr. Kelley’s so. 70 00 
Lynn, Mr. Cooke’s so. ll 35 
Manchester, Cong. ch. and so. 160,48 ; 


m. ¢. 46,50 ; 
Salem, Tab. ch. coll. (of wh. fr. Miss 

Priscitta Goopoxve, to cons. her 

an H. M. 100,) 575,17 ; m. c. 15,44; 

s. s. coll. 6; s. 8. class, 1,50; 

Crombie-st. m. ¢. 11,41 ; 609 52 
Wenham, Cong. ch. and so. wh. cons. 

Mrs. Sacome Dopce an H.M. 121 00-1,333 55 

Franklin co. Aux. So. L. Merriam, T'r. 

Ashfield, Chil. for Zulu miss. 10 00 


Donations. 








JuNE, 


Hampden co. Aux. So. C. Merriam, Tr. 


Chester Factories, m. c. 5 88 
Chester Village, m. c. 813 
Conway, Mr. Harris’s so. s. 8. 14 45 
East Long Meadow, A friend, 5 00 
Feeding Hills, m. c. 470 
Long Meadow, m. c. 26,39 ; la. sew. 

cir. 58; 84 39 
Monson, F. F. Plympton, dec’d, 2 00 
Springfield, 8. ch. m. c. 113.66; coll. 

1,70; R. Pomeroy, 25; D. B. 10; 

R. A, CHarman, wh. cons. him an 

H. M. 100; a friend, 25; 275 36 


Westfield, m. c. 27; m. c. in Mr. 
Davis's so. 30; mems. of do. to 
cons. J. H. Stow, an H. M. 100; 157 00 





556 91 
Ded. for printing nant 21 86—535 05 
Hampshire co. Aux. So. J. D. Whitney, Tr. 
Cummington, Clarissa Briggs, 20 00 
Pelham, Cong. so. 5 25—-25 25 


Harmony Conf. of chs. W. C. Capron, Tr. 
Milford, Cong. ch. and so. m. c. 
23,50 ; Rev. Mr. P.1; P. R.1; 25 50 
Uxbridge, W. B. Capron, 20 00-—45 50 
Middlesex co. South Conf. of chs. 
Ashland, Indiv. 6; a mother, a thank offer- 


ing, 5; 1 00 
Norfolk co. Aux. So. Rev. 8S. Harding, Tr. 
Franklin, Cong. ch. and so. 32 52 
Roxbury, Eliot ch. and so. gent. 
87,25; la. 10; a friend, 5; m. ec. 
31 5 117 56—150 08 


wey 
Old Coiony Aux. So. H. Coggeshall, Tr. 
Mattapoisett, Cong. ch. 97 00 
Middleboro’, Central cong. so. 
Wareham, Ch. and so. 
Palestine Miss. So. E. Alden, Tr. 
Braintree, Neighborhood, m. c. 
Pilgrim Aux. So. J. Robbins, Tr. 
Kingston, 2d cong. ch. 11 01 
N. Marshfield, Mr. Tappan’s so. m.c. 13 65 
Plymouth, A friend, 12; 4th cong. 
ch, 24,03 ; 36 03 
Plympton, Gent. 16; la. 31; 47 00—107 69 
Taunton and vic. Aux. So. 
Berkley, Trin. cong. ch. 11,50; ack. in May 
Her. fr. cong. ch. 


17 9% 
70 50—185 45 
44 82 


4,973 90 
A friend, 5; a father, 5; a dependent widow, 
5; Andover, 8. par. (of wh. for chil. fund, 
3,) 165,48; Cambridge, Dr. Albro’s ch. 300 ; 
m c. 73,41 ; Carlisle, evan. so. m. ¢ 20,07; 
Chelsea, Winnissimmet ch. and so. m. c. 
48,56 ; E. Cambridge, evan. cong. ch. m. c. 
12; Grantville, cong. ch. and so. m. c. 60; 
Nantucket, Ist cong. ch. miss. so. wh. cons. 
Davip N. Epowaros of Nantucket, and 
Rev. Georae S F. Savace of St. Charles, 
Ill. H. M. 152,11; Newton, E. par. m. c. 
17,93; Newton Corner, Eliot relig. so. to 
cons Rev. Witttam S. Leavitt an H. M. 
50; Frepericxk A. Benson, wh. cons. 
him an H. M. 100; West Newton, a friend, 

10; 1,024 56 


5. 
Legacies.—W. Newbury, Mrs. Sarah Hills, 
by John Moody, Ex’r, 1.000; Westfield, 
Miss Caroline Smith, 50 ; Hepzibah Brewer, 
by W. Hooker, Ex’r, 6; 1,056 


CONNECTICUT. 
Fairfield co. East, Aux. So. 
Brookfield, A. Smith, 100 
Georgetown, Prot. meth. ch. 2 15—3 15 
Fairfield co. West, Aux. So. C, Marvin, Tr. 


Ridgefield, Cong. ch. m. c. 40 37 
Hartford co. Aux. So. A. W. Butler, Tr. 

Granby, A friend, 200 

W. Hartford, m. c. iL 15—-13 15 
Hartford co. South, Aux. So. 

8. Glastenbury, 13 50 


Litchfield co. Aux. So. C. L. Webb. Tr. 
Norfolk, Cong. ch. and so, 270,72; 
Rev. Joseph Eldredge, Jr. wh. 
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cons. Mrs. Desoran Exvvriver of 


Yarmouth, Ms. = H. M. 100; 370 72 
Salisbury, Cong. ch 172 00 
South Cornwall, Miss M. Pierce 50 00—592 72 


New Haven City, "Aux. So. A. H. Maitby, Agent. 
New Haven, Ist ch. s. s. for miss. to Syria, 
wh. and prev. dona. cons. Mrs. 8S. W. 
Acuis an H. M. 57,91; North ch. s. 8. 
for Samuel Dutton, Ceylon, 45; Union 
m. ¢. 22,49; 3d ch. m. c. ig, 18 ; Yale 


college, m. ¢. 5,45; 149 03 
New Haven co. ‘West, Aux. So. A. Town- 
send, Jr., Tr. 
Wolcott, T. Baily, 50 00 
New London and vic. Aux. So. C. Chew, Tr. 
Lyme, N. Watson, 0 00 


Norwich and vic. Aux. So, F. A. Perkins, Tr. 
Franklin, La. 23; Mrs. L. McCall, 5; 
Tolland co. Aux. So. J. R. Flynt, Tr. 
Hebron, Gent. 64,18 ; la.32,35; m. c. 
17,78 ;—to cons. Mosgs SmitH an 
HM. ; 3 8.8. 254; 1 
N. Coventry, Gent. "8; la. 51,54 ; 
N. Mansfie d, La. 
Rockville, Young la. benev. so. 
Tolland, Gent. 2U; la. 23,48; 
Union, Miss Hannah Moore, for sap. 
of a native teacher in W. Africa, 2 00 
Wellington, Cong. so. 51—398 13 
Windham co. North, Aux. So. J. B. Gay, Tr. 
8S. Woodstock, Gent. 1 00 
Woodstock, Mrs. Abigail B. Child, to 
cons. Pecec G. Cuito an H. M. 100 00—101 00 
Windham co. South, Aux. So. Z. Storrs, Tr. 
Ashford, Cong. ch. and so. m. c. 10 00 
1,409 05 


Legacies.—Canton, Mrs. Amelia Everest, by 
enry Ely, Adm’r, 300; Marlboro’, Jemima 
Bigelow, by Oliver Northam, Adm’ r, 100; 400 00 


1,809 05 05 


28 00 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Bristol, ” uae in cong. ch. 30; Kingston, 
m. ¢. 


NEW YORK. 


Board of Foreign Missions in D nae Dutch ch. 
C. 8. Little, New York, Tr. 


Amity, R. D. ch. 35 25 
Cohoes, do. 30 00 
East New he R. D. ch. 12 00 
Kinderhook, Miss J. Van Alstyne, 10 00 
New York, A friend in Col. R. D. ch. 50 00 
Scoharie, Rev. R. Wells, 13 00 
Tarrytown, R. D. ch. s. s. 2 00 
Union Village, Benev. asso. 31 33—183 58 
Buffalo and vic. J. Crocker, Agent. 
Clarence, Pres. ch. 17 00 


Chatauque co. Aux. So. J. D. Carlisle, Tr. 
Carroll, Cong. ch. 13,39 ; disc. 19¢. ; 13 20 
Panama, Pres. ch. 

Geneva and vic. C. A. Cook, Agent. 
Albion, Pres. ch. 

Alexander, do. 

Arkport, M. Hurlbut, 

Fulton, Pres. ch. (of wh. to cons. 
Rev. Joun N. Hussanrp of Han- 
nibal an H. M. 50;) 

Geneva, Pres. ch. G. P. Mowry, 

Hannibal, Pres. ch. 

New Haven, Pres. ch. 16,75; Rev. 

R Robinson, 25 ; 41 75 

Oswego, Ist —, ch. 69,85; m. c. 

49,68; s. s. 47,61; D. ‘Lake, for 
Ann Dubois Lake, Ceylon, 20; 
= Mollison, for W. H. Wheeler, 
do. 20; Mr. and Mrs. Condit, for 
bg Mollison, do. 24; 2d pres. 

h. 16,37 ; 7 51 
Phenix, Pres. ch. 3 55 
Starkey, Mrs. E. Ayres, 9 00—465 38 

Greene co. Aux. So. J. Doane, Tr. 

Durham, Rev. Dr. Williston, 10 00 

Monroe co. and vic. E. Ely, Agent. 
North Bergen, 8. H. 

Rochester, Brick ch. s. s. for Francis 
M. Burchard, Ceylon, 20 ; month- 
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“BS 


gS 
S33 $38 


10 00 


Donations. 
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ly fem. miss. prayer meeting, 13; 
Ist pres. ch.s.s. for Mrs. DeForest, 
Syria, 40; for Mrs. Bishop, Sandw. 


Isls. 20; 
Sweden, Pres. ch. m. c. 36,17 ; youths 
miss. so. 20,13 ; 56 30—159 30 
New York City & Brooklyn Aux. So. J. W. 
Tracy, Tr. 


(Of wh. fr. a friend, 50; Bleecker-st. 

ch. 375; Brooklyn, ‘Ist pres. ch. J. R. _ 
lor, 50 ; *R. J.D. D. 25; South pres. ch. m. c. 
58, 45; Witutam Cc. "Bowers, to cons. him 
an H. M. 100; ch. of the Pilgrims, of wh. 
$50 fr. Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Stedman, to 
cons. Rev. Ropert pmee of Washing- 





tonville, R. I. an H. M. 250. 2,681 30 
Oneida co. and vic. Aux. So. J. Dana, Tr. 
Clinton, Cong. ch. 152 
Deerfield, C. Preston, "0 vu 
Utica, ist pres. ch. (of wh. to cons. 
S. Weits Wititams an H. M. 
100; lL. E. Warner, 25; J. Dana, 
15,) 277 06 
439 15 
Ded. disc. 3 00—436 15 
Otsego co. Aux. So. Rev. G. S. Boardman, Tr. 
Burlington, 


Cherry Vailey, Pres. ch. 54,58; m. c. 
6,82; G. for Derick L. Boardman 
and John Boardman, Ceylon, 50 ; 111 ° 
Cooperstown, Pres. ch. m. c. 36 7 
Springfield, Ist pres. cong. ll 31 
Westtord, Rev. C. Wadsworth, 30 OU—281 42 
Plattsburg and vic. L. Myers, Tr. 
Champlain, Ch. 134 00 
Plattsburg, do. 14 11—148 11 
Watertown & vic. Aux. So. A. Ely, — 
Sackett’s Harbor, Ch. 73 00 


Watertown, A lady, 1 00-——74 00 
4,503 10 
Unknown, L. G. 8S. 5; a little girl, for Zulu 
miss. 1; Aurora, Ist pres. ch. m. c. wh. 


and prev. dona. cons. CHarLtes CaMPBELL 
an H. M. 25; Baiting Hollow, cong. ch. 5; 
Barre, Ist cong. ch. 30; Rev. AH. Gaston, 
9; agirl, 3c. ; Berkshire, Brookside miss. 
80. 14,57 ; Brockport, a friend, 4; Canaan 
Centre, pres. ch. m. c. 13,06 ; Carlisle, pres. 
ch. 56; Chester, pres. ch. m. c. 12,69; 
Clinton, Mrs. A. Dibble, for Morton Spencer 
Dibble, Ceylon, 20; coll. 14,50 ; Vag oe 
cong ch. m. c. 18; a friend, 15; Crown 
Point, 2d cong. ch. 17, 10; A. Penfield, 10; 
Florida, R. D. ch. 25, 75; Glens Falls, pres. 
ch. 100 ; Greenpoint, a friend, 1 ; Hamilton, 
Qd cong. ch. 21 ; Hannibal, A. Watson, 5; 
Haverstraw, pres. ch. m. ¢.3; Jefferson, 
pres. ch. m. c. 11,50 ; Kingsboro’, Dr. Yale’s 
cong. Mrs. Amelia ’Potter, to cons. Jams 
Wircarp Jonnson an H. M. 100; Rev. 
Dr. Yale, 10; Mra. L. Giles, 10; Mrs. 8. L. 
6; disc. 63¢. ; Lebanon, coll. 2.50; Leyden, 
Ruel Kimball, dec’d,8 ; Lewis, cong.ch 6; 
Maine, Ist cong. ch. 'm. ¢. 10; Malden, 
—_. ch. m. c. 34; Marathon, J.M. Roe, 5; 

iller’s Place, cong. ch. m. c. 50; Moreau, 
S. Hawley, 10; Morrisville, cong. so. m. c. 
6; Parishville, Rev. B. B. 3; Richland, 
Ist cong. ch. 10; Southold, pres. ch. m. c. 
5; 8.8. miss. asso. 5; Walton, 2d cong. ch. 
m. c. 25,68; Western, pres. ch. 91,78 ; Miss 
S. W. Brayton, wh. cons. Rev. A. H. Corus 

, 





an H. M. 50 884 53 
5,387 63 

Legacies. — Clinton, Ozias Marvin, by C. 
arvin and R. C. Nichols, Ex’s, 200 00 
5,587 63 


NEW JERSEY. 
By C. 8S. Little, Tr. 
Blawenburgh, R. D. ch. 17,35; m. c. 18,65; 
_— Ist R. D. ch. 18,32; less postage, 


Boonton, lat we ch. 37,77; Middletown 
Point, W. P. 3; Rockaway, pres. ch. wh. 
and prev. dona. cons. Jonn Mort an H. M. 


54 09 
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96; Troy, fem. benev. #0. 24,50; West 
Bloomfield, juv. miss. so. 25,30; Westfield, 
juv. miss. so. 33,50; Woodbridge, W. 
Scofield, 10; 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Birmingham, miss. asso. of pres. s. 8. for Sarah 
Hare, Ceylon, 10 ; E. Whiteland, pres. ch, 
17,50 ; E. Sugar Grove, pres. ch. 20 ; disc. 
24c. ; Ebensburg, cong. 44,05 ; Fairview, ch. 
5; Girard, ch. 10; Tecrcoscburs, Ophele- 
ton so. of the fem. ins. 4; Norristown, 
pres. ch. 126,75; Philadelphia, Clinton-st. 
ch. first fruits of labor for miss. in Africa, 
10; m. c. 76; J. Booland, 25; J. M. Paul, 
to cons. Henry R. Davis an H. M. 100; 
s. 8. 40; Ist pres. ch, cash, 20; Shirleys- 
burg, John Brewster, to cons. Rev. B. C. 
Couns an H. M. 100; Wells, pres. ch. 
3,33; West Chester, Ist pres. ch. wh. and 
ag dona. cons. P. Frazer Smiin an 

. M. 50; 

Legacies.—Union co, Andrew McClenahan, 

by J. F. Linn, 


MARYLAND. 


Board of Foreign Miss. in German Ref. ch. 
Rev. Elias Heiner, Baltimore, Tr. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Washington City, 2d pres. ch. (of wh. fr. m. c. 
26,86; Miss Legare, 10,) 


VIRGINIA. 
Staunton, Mrs. I. K. Matthews, 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Rocky River, pres. ch. 5; Salisbury, J. G. 
Cairns, for Frederick Oberlin Cairns, Cey- 
lon, 25 ; 


GEORGIA. 
Savannah, R. Dunning, 


OHIO. 


Western For. Miss. So. G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Cincinnati, Ist ortho. and Vine-st. cong. 
chs. m. c. 8,22 ; 2d pres. ch s.s. 25; mater. 
asso. for Gaboon miss 4; Dr. A. 5; Eliza- 
bethtown, pres. ch. m. c. 9,35; Hanging 
Rock, J. W. Means, for Dr. Williamson, 25 ; 
Pleasant Hill, F.G. C.3; Mrs. E. C. 1,25; 
Mies C. C. 52c.; Rossville, Mrs. Curtiss, 
20; Sandusky, B. Higgins, 25; Springfield, 
J.R. B.5; W. M.S8.5; O. C.5; R. B. 5; 
E. M. D. 2; J. 8. 2,50; Walnut Hills, 
Lane Sem. ch. m. c. 18,90 ; 


INDIANA. 


Bedford, pres. ch. m.c. 4; Marion, Rev. A. 
Hawes, 5; 


ILLINOIS. 


Canton, N. Jones, 5; Galesburg, Rev. J. 
Waters, 25; Mrs. J. Waters, fr. her father, 
50; Winchester, pres. ch. 6,94; s. s. 1,40; 


MICHIGAN. 


Michigan Aux. So. E. Bingham, Tr. 

Ann Arbor, pres. ch. 18,25; Rev. W. C. C. 
15; Miss H. P. 15; Armada, cong. ch. 2,75; 
Rev. E. D. Andrews and fam. 15,50; Atlas, 
— ch. G. W. 1; Birmingham, pres. ch. 

; Bruce, cong. ch. 24,74; Commerce, 
2,06 ; E. W. H. 10c.; Detroit, cong. ch. 
59,34 ; juv. coll. 26c.; pres. ch. Z. Chandler, 
25; I. eel Mrs. D. 1; F. Moore, 
10; W. A. Raymond, 5; Farmer's Creek, 
o_o 1,53 ; Flint, pres. ch. 24,58 ; C. A. 
1; Kensington, pres. ch. 6,25; Lapeer, 


Donations. 


661 39 
33 57 
694 96 





400 00 


40 00 


20 00 


4 00 


169 74 


9 00 








JUNE. 


ch. 9,60; Mt. Clemens, 


res. and cong. 
: "38 Rev. F. Foster, 10 ; juv. 


pres. ch. 19 
coll. 4,40 ; Milford, pres. and cong ch. 14,50 ; 
New Hudson, H. Smith, 18; Pontiac, cong. 
ch. 24,59; juv. coll. 8,15; Romeo, cong. 
ch. 31; Royal Oak, cong. ch. 1,75; South- 
field, cong. ch. 12,47; Stoney Creek, pres. 
ch. 13,58 ; Troy, indiv. 6,68 ; White Lake, 


pres. ch. 24; Wing Lake, pres. ch. 10,79; 
Juv. coll. 87c. ; ded. disc. 3,30 ; 477 32 
Ann Arbor, M. A. 24c.; C. A. 10c.; Detroit, 
Ist cong. ch. m. c. 15,13; Nankin, Rev. R. 
Armstrong, 15 ; Olivet, J. Stiles, |; friends, 
Tic. 5 32 24 
509 56 
MISSOURI. 
St. Louis, Ist pres. ch. m. c. 40,50; mater. 
asso. fur Artemas Bullard, Ceylon, 4,05; 
ded. dise. 88c.; Rev. C. Peabody and wife, 
10; 53 67 
TENNESSEE. 
Columbus, Rev. S. Wells, 2 00 
ALABAMA. 
Butler co. A. McDonald, 5; Mobile, juv. miss. 
. ip Gov. pres. ch. 47,10; 52 10 
FLORIDA. 
Monticello, Rev. I. S. Graves, 5 00 


IN FOREIGN LANDS, &c. 


Alleghany, Old Town miss. station, 8,32; 

Cattaraugus, Upper miss. station, 15; 

Eden, John Peck, 5; 28 32 
Bombay & Mahabuleshwar, rupees 1,088 126; 495 00 
Sandwich Islands, Kohala ch. for Armenians 

in Turkey, wh. cons. Rev. ‘Tirus Coan of 


Hilo, and Rev. Evtrpnavet 8. Horains of 
Rumford, Me. H. M. 100 00 
Syria, Syrian chil. in Mr. Whiting’s family, 15 00 
638 32 
Donations received in April, (of 
which to liquidate the debt, see cover, 
$1,279 39,) $18,177 58 
Legacies, $1,739 57 
$19,917 15 
> TOTAL from August Ist to 
April 30th, $217,408 12 





CHILDREN’S FUND FOR EDUCATING 
HEATHEN CHILDREN. 


Amount received in April, $433 44 





~~ 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


Amherst, N. H. A box, fr. la. of Mr. Davis's 
cong. for Mr. Boutwell. 

Boston, Ms. 500 copies of 5th Sabbath Docu- 
ment. 

Bristol, N. H. 25 copies of Life of Mrs. Abigail 
Bayley, fr. Rev. D. O. Morton. 

Castleton, Vt. Shoes, fr. E. Merrill & Son, 

Gray, Me. A quilt, fr. Nancy and Mary Lunt. 

Hartford, Ct. A box, fr. sew. so. of Centre ch. 
for Rev. J. Potter, Sioux miss. 

Richmond, Va. A box, for Mrs. Apthorp, Ceylon. 

Woodstock, Vt. A box, fr. la. sew. so. of North 
cong. so. 


12 12 





The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 

Printing paper, writing paper, stationery, slates, 
shoes, hats, blankets, sheets, pillow-cases, towels, 
shirts, socks, stockings, fulled-cloth, flannel, domes- 
tic cotton, etc. 











